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Exterior Restoration
work begins

Farm Topic Draws Large Audience
at February Meeting

If you drive by the Bridgeton School, you will
notice that there is plywood in place of the attic
windows. On
February 10,
Heritage
Restoration
removed the
attic window
sashes
and
brought them
back to their
shop
for
restoration
Heritage Restoration
removing attic windows work. This is
one of the
many parts of the exterior restoration project
that will be completed during 2005.

A large number of members and guests came to the
February meeting to hear about Burrillville farms.
BHPS would like to thank the following people for
letting us scan farm pictures: George Barber, Russell
Knibb, Sigrid and Benno Bartel, Pam Cardin, Linda and
Dale Straube, Mabel Hopkins, Betty Mencucci, Irene
Vock Gillis and Claire Cunningham. Linda Straube
presented information on the Moses Taft farm. Pam
Cardin gave a talk on Sweet’s Hill and brought in an
extensive collection of photos.
Betty Mencucci
presented a slide show and provided brief historical
information on the Joslin Farm, Cooper Farm, Cherry
Farm, Steere Farm, Bakery Farm, Poor Farm, Bartlett
Farm, Rivet Farm, Paine Farm, Peck’s Farm, Darling
Farm and Addieville East Farm. Research is ongoing on
some of these farms and we hope to provide additional
information in the future. There were many, many
farms in town and we have only scratched the surface.
We invite anyone interested to help research any of the
old farms.

******************************

President’s Message

******************************

At the January meeting,
members of the Society voted
to approve the purchase of a
Davis Swing Churn on ebay.
This churn is similar to the one
purchased by Nancy Ross in
1883. The Society plans to
publish her diary sometime in
2006. The churn will be used
in the interpretation of the diary
with hopefully, a butter making
demonstration.

I would like to thank Rose
Shaw for her efforts in reading
through the old newspapers at
the Pascoag Library finding
information to help interpret the
Ross diary and information on
the early history of the
Bridgeton School.
2006 is fast approaching the year of Burrillville’s 200th
birthday. If you have any ideas
on how we can celebrate this
date, please contact me.
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Cooper Farm - circa 1890

Upcoming Meetings
March 22 - First hour of Episode 2 of
Senetchonet to Manville by Betty
and Carlo Mencucci
April 26 - Second hour of Manville
video

The Historian

January Meeting
At the January meeting, Virginia Parkin
McGrath
presented
a
dramatic narrative
on the life of
Deborah
Sampson,
the
only
female
soldier to be
honorably
discharged from
the
Continental
Army. To enlist Virginia Parkin McGrath gives a
dramatic narrative on the life of
in
the
army,
Deborah Sampson
Deborah dressed
like a boy. She fought in a number of battles and
was wounded several times.
Thank you,
Virginia, for a wonderful presentation! Virginia
is from Stouton, MA and graduated from
Burrillville in 1938.

Grant Applications
BHPS has applied for a grant from the RI Foundation
to have a collection of glass plate negatives printed.
We have also applied for a Transportation Grant for
2006. We are applying for funds to restore the two
front porches, restore the wooden floor in the
meeting room, install dry wells and do landscaping
work, install a larger gutter system, and redesign
three storage closets.

Bridgeton School Pictures - 1905
According to an 1899 school report, “In the early
fall, the students gave an entertainment, the
proceeds of which were spent for pictures. Each
room now has at least one beautiful picture to
set off the walls. The children at the Bridgeton
School have contributed their pennies for
another picture and it will be purchased at once.
Many of our citizens little imagine how much
inspiration comes to the child as the result of
being surrounded by these beautiful creations of
art.”
The 1905 report lists two pictures procured by
funds raised by exhibition of pictures:
Bridgeton Grade 1 - “Dignity and Impudence”
Bridgeton Grade 2 - “Sistine Madonna (Detail)”
The Society is looking into purchasing copies
of these two works of art to hang in each room.
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The Farms of Burrillville
by Pam Cardin
Before there were mills in Burrillville, there were farms.
Most were small, “subsistence” farms that produced most of
the family’s needs with a little extra to sell or trade for the
things the family needed but couldn’t produce themselves. By
the mid 1700’s, there were a couple of saw and grist mills in
the area but most of the early settlers still depended on
farming to make a living. Farm life was not easy for a family
of the eighteenth century. Everyone had chores that had to be
completed every day – sometimes more than once a day.
Water had to be drawn from the well (probably several times
a day); wood had to be chopped for heating and cooking;
animals had to be cared for at least twice a day – cows, for
example, had to be milked twice a day. During the Spring,
Summer and early Fall there was plowing, planting and
harvesting to be done. When the harvesting began there was
cooking and preserving to be done. One did not take a
vacation from farm life – unless one was fortunate enough to
have someone to take care of all the work. For the average
family in the eighteenth century, there was no such thing as a
vacation. Only when Winter held everything in its icy grip
did things slow down and there were fewer chores that
needed to be done.
The earliest settlers in what was then just land west of the
Seven Mile Line – land west of Providence – were located in
Tarkiln (Smith), Wallum Lake (Whipple), Herring Pond
(Mathewson) and Pascoag (Sayles). The Salisbury, Aldrich
and Mowry families were also early arrivals to the area. All
faced the same hardships of being roughly twenty miles from
Providence – the nearest large settlement until Smithfield and
Glocester came into being – and being miles from one’s
nearest neighbor. Houses and sheds for animals had to be
built from logs hewn themselves – at least at first. Fences and
stone walls had to be built to contain the animals they
brought with them into this wilderness. There were wild
animals to be contended with and, in some places, the Indians
were not particularly friendly. In Burrillville, by the time the
settlers moved in King Philip’s War had already taken place
and most of the Native Americans had left the area. There
seems to have been little problem with the indigenous people
who remained in the town.
A few of these sturdily built farmhouses still remain –
those not destroyed by fire or because someone wanted a
more modern dwelling or because someone wanted to make
room for new housing. Most have only a small fraction of
the land they once had but in each chink in the plaster; each
brick in a fireplace; each stone in a foundation one can feel
the character and strength of those who fashioned their
houses out of the land on which they lived.
The Arnold-Richardson farm – sometimes referred to as
Old Brook Farm – was probably built between 1730 and 1735
by Isaac Richardson
continued on page 4
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Donations
Grammar school photos by Lorraine Gauvin, Ohio
Copies of Legg family photos by Barbara
Thompson, Billings, Montana
$5 bill from the Burrillville Bank dated 1832 by
Mark Brizard in memory of Holly Brizard plus $50
to display it.
Yearbooks 1935-1939 plus memorabilia from the
50th reunion of the class of 1938 by Katherine
(Betts) Adams.
Yearbooks 1970-1975 by Russell Lacey
Two 1940s newspapers by Diane Pichie

Purchases
1927 yearbook plus 1927 photos of BHS orchestra
and baseball team
Davis Swing Churn

Winter 1900
Gentle Reader,
It seems very strange to write 1900 when we begin
a letter now-a-days. It is difficult to remember that the
18 must be changed now instead of a little alteration at
the end of the date.
As I write this letter, I'm looking out the window at
the lovely view of Bridgeton Square covered in snow
in the twilight of the late afternoon. The children
across the road have been dismissed from school and
frolic about on their way home, throwing snowballs,
making angels in the snow, some even have their sleds
with them and are gliding down Laurel Ridge and
Laurel Hill.
All day long yesterday the air was filled with
whirling snow and few dared brave the cutting blasts
unless a journey was really necessary. Hardly a person
was seen in the streets and every train arriving in town
was very late. Today, however, the streets are alive
with merry sleigh parties, children building snowmen,
and couples skating on the ponds.
My house keeper, Katy, and I bundled ourselves
into hats, furs and muffs, threw a rug across our laps,
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and instructed our driver to take us into town she to shop for provisions and I to take in the
sights and lunch at the Wayside Inn.
As I entered the dining room of the Inn, I
spotted my friend Rose waiting at a corner table
next to the fireplace.
We watched the skaters twirling about on the
millpond across South Main Street while
partaking of ham & cream cheese sandwiches,
raisin scones with cream, and red velvet cake for
dessert. We were served a delicious new tea
called Assam from Northern India. It was quite
exotic.
Rose informs me that an American Tea and
Entertainment are to be held at the Laurel Hill
Methodist and Episcopal Church on Saturday
evening at 7:30 p.m. and a Valentine Social at
the Zion Primitive Church two weeks later. We
made plans to attend both events.
As my driver drove slowly through town and
onto Church Street, I couldn't help but admire
the incredible beauty of our lovely
neighborhood. At the fountain on Main Street, a
group of red-cheeked young men wave and shout
to the walkers and sleighs, while just ahead
stands the Granite Mill, it's towering smokestack and chimney covered in sparkling snow,
the stream escaping from the engine floating
lazily into the bright blue sky.
Mr. Albert Sayles house at the corner with it's
surrounding landscape and stone walls looks like
a winter wonderland.
Mr. Fred Sayles, "Overlook Mansion";
sparkles above the town with it's numerous
electric lights.
Further up Church Street, the spire atop the
simple Baptist Church stands majestically before
us, with Dr. Wilcox's house and the Advent
Church just ahead - all pristine white blending
into the snow-covered surroundings.
With sleigh-bells gently tinkling and the
horses hooves tapping up the long drive lined
with sparkling pine trees drooping with snow, we
say goodbye to another beautiful winter day in
the lovely village of Pascoag.
Sincerely,
E.V.M
Fictional account based on early newspapers
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(1701 to ca. 1755). The initial house was probably a “stone-ender” with later additions of
more rooms and an attached woodhouse or barn. In the 1930’s a porch was added onto
the front of the house and has been at least partially removed. There were three fireplaces
in the house, including one with an oven; a dairy room in the cellar which was paved with
what appears to be a slate floor; and a built-in “outhouse” so one did not have to actually
go outside in the middle of winter when one felt the call of nature. Later, a large barn was
added to house cattle and horses. The farm eventually passed into the Arnold family and
remained in the hands of descendants of the Arnolds and Richardsons until the early
1970’s when it was sold for the first time. At one point, the farm comprised more than
300 acres including land just over the line in Massachusetts.
The Steere Farm – which gave its name to Steere Farm Road – was built about 1795
by Judge Daniel Mowry, a member of the Continental Congress. In 1803, Mowry deeded
the property to his nephew-by-marriage Shadrach
Steere. Shadrach’s mother, Rachel, was sister to
Mowry’s wife, Catherine. Rachel had lived with the
Mowry’s for a time before the birth of Shadrach.
Shadrach and his descendants lived on the farm for
many years. His son Isaac added onto the house in
1872. The Steere Farm had one somewhat
interesting claim to fame, so to speak. Amethyst
crystals were found on the property and the largest
Amethyst ever mined (to that date) was found on the
Steere Farm
property. It was displayed for many years at Tilden
and Thurber Jewelers in Providence.
The Bartlett Farm, once located in Mohegan diagonally across the street from what is
now Atlas Pallet, was built by Lafayette Reynolds
sometime during the mid-1800’s, most likely in the
1860’s when he was running the mill. Reynolds
had built and enlarged the Mohegan Mill in 1861
and made a good profit from it during the war
years. However, like many mills after the war, it
failed in 1868. He and his wife, Huldah Irons of
Glocester, had two children: Albert (1846-1865)
and Harriet (1847-1932). Harriet, the only
surviving child, married Fayette Earle Bartlett in
1865 and Fayette ran the mill for a time for his
Bartlett Farm
father-in-law. After the failure of the mill, Fayette
turned to state politics and a lumber and cattle business and was quite successful in all his
endeavors. At one point the farm may have been as large as 2000 acres – more than half
of which was in woodlots for his lumber business. The house was razed many years ago
but the huge, three-story barn (built to replace another that had burned in 1905) remained
until fairly recently.
Burrillville had many more farms some of
which will be presented in a future issue of the
newsletter.

Sweet’s Hill Bull
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Keep saving those IGA and Dino’s
receipts. Please mail them
if you can’t attend meetings.
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