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Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society Newsletter

Sept 2005

Help us celebrate
“Footsteps in History
weekend

see how the attic windows and front doors were
restored as well as work done on trim boards and
around the doorways. And finally, you will see the
building come to life as the painters scrape and sand the
old paint and replace it with our original “spring dust”
color.
The Society is looking for
At 2:00 p.m. there will be an 1883
volunteers to help staff our
butter making demonstration on the
“Footsteps in History” weekend.
“Davis Swing Churn.” This is the
We will be open for the entire
type of churn used by Nancy Ross in
Columbus Day weekend on
Bridgeton in 1883. While the butter is
October 8-10, 2005 from 12-5
churning, a video titled “Bell Tower
p.m. Each day at 1:00 p.m. a
Restoration” produced by Betty and
slide show will be presented
Carlo Mencucci will be shown.
explaining
the
exterior
Once the butter is done, you will
restoration of the Bridgeton
have a chance to taste it on many
School.
You will see the
delicious breads served with an
1883
Davis
Swing
Churn
method used to remove the wall
assortment of teas, hot and cold.
will be making butter.
insulation which was causing
Come and see our newest exhibit,: a
Have
a
turn
at
the
churn
!
the paint to peel. You will see
collection of 90 recently printed glass
historic preservation in action as
plate negatives. There will also be
Heritage Restoration removes rotted,
exhibits on the exterior restoration and research
cracked and damaged clapboards. You will
materials will be available for public use.
******************************

President’s Message

******************************

I would like to thank Denice
Mitchell for her hard work and
perseverance
in
obtaining
prizes for our holiday raffle and
bazaar. Thanks to her, we have
over $1000 in prizes. Please
volunteer and help sell tickets
to make this a success.
Pamela Kennedy from the
Rhode
Island
Historic
Preservation
Heritage
Commission
visited
the

Bridgeton
School
seeking
additional information for our
National Register nomination.
If the board votes favorably for
us, we may get this designation
in April 2006.
Please notice that our holiday
bazaar is being held on two
Saturdays this year and the
drawing for the raffle will be
held at our Holiday party and
potluck supper on December
6th.
On September 16 butter was
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made in our Davis Swing Churn for
the first time. I placed cream inside a
container in the churn, and after an
extended amount of time rocking it, it
turned into butter. Come to our
Upcoming Meetings/Events
Sept 27 - Historic Treasures along the
North South Trail with Ginnie Leslie
October 8, 9, 10 - Footsteps in History
October 25 - Haunts of Burrillville
by Tom Dagostino
Saturday, November 12 + 19 - Victorian
Holiday Bazaar
Tuesday December 6 - Holiday party/
potluck supper
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Levy Foundation meets at the
Bridgeton School

Former New York Department Store
Demolished

On July 26 members of the Levy Foundation held a

On September 8 and 9 the building on the corner of Main
Street and Sayles Avenue in Pascoag was demolished as
part of the Pascoag revitalization project. Many people
remember it as the New York Department Store. The
building was in very poor condition. Look closely at the
three photos.

meeting at the Bridgeton School. Our entire
collection of Levy memorabilia was on display
including photos, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks,
clothing and furniture. Members of the Foundation
were fascinated with the Society’s extensive Levy
collection as well as the beauty of the restored
schoolhouse.

200th Birthday Video Project
We are looking for photos of the bicentennial
parade held in Burrillville in 1976. If you have
photos, please contact Betty at 568-8449.

Building News
The exterior restoration is almost complete. The
only work remaining is restoration on the
meeting room front door and a second coat of
paint around both doors.

90 Glass Plate Negatives Printed
The Society has recently printed 90 glass plate
negatives with grant money from the RI
Foundation. These photos will be displayed in
the Marilyn Johnson Room during the Footsteps
in History weekend. Some of the photos are
identified and depict places in town, others show
unknown people, houses and farms. Perhaps you
may be able to help identify some of these
photos.
The BH&PS meets on the fourth
Tuesday of each month.

September 8, 2005

Turn of the century photo. In 1911 there was a barber shop
on the first floor and an insurance office on the second floor
on the right side of the building. On the extreme left (not
seen in this photo) was the post office. There was a hall on
the second floor, and in the rear by the river was a pool room
and bowling alley. There was a fountain in the middle of the
intersection. The building to the right is now George’s Pizza.
We do not know the date of construction of this building. The
original beams were hand hewn. Rafters were numbered
with roman numerals and they were assembled with mortise
and tenon joints and fastened with wooden pegs. The
Society was given a few pieces of this wood, an old bottle
from the basement and a small section of tin ceiling.

September 9, 2005 after demolition
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Donations
Harvey Greenhalgh donated a silver decanter, silver
tray and two silver goblets. The decanter was
inscribed as follows:
Jas Greenhalgh Jr.
Presented by the Operatives of the Glendale Mill
March 1868
Harvey Greenhalgh donated a photo of the old
Bartel Farm on Mount Pleasant Road and let us scan
family photos. He also donated a collection of
papers containing mill pay stubs, etc.

Rob Bonnell donated a 1920 Town of Burrillville
Tax book and a booklet titled “Providence County
Fair, Pascoag, RI - Twenty-Fourth Annual Fair, Sept
8, 9, 10, 1932. .
Forest Manning of Middlebury Vermont donated a
photo of Elliot S. Sayles (born 1834).
Ruth Tourtellotte of Wyoming, NY donated a
postcard addressed to Miss Hazel R. Hopkins. It
was written in Paris during World War I by her
father Lester.
William S. Penhallow of Charlestown, RI donated a
booklet he has written titled “Cool Breezes from Mt
Pleasant - Origins of Twelve Houses on Mt.
Pleasant, Nasonville, Rhode Island.”

James Greenhalgh Jr., worked as superintendent in the
Glendale Mill. The silver decanter, goblets and tray
were presented to him in March 1868.

Summer 1900
G
Gentle Reader,
What an idyllic summer season we've had in
this first year of the new century! It's been full of
busy and delightful social events.
Starting in late June, my husband and I took a
vacation at the shore. Our destination was Block
Island. We took a trolley to Providence, our
trunks and boxes to follow, where we spent the
day and night with relatives who live on
Broadway, thus allowing the ladies to shop a bit
in the downtown stores. There I purchased a
bathing costume at Gladding's Department Store.
We retired early after a light supper and rose
at dawn the next morning to proceed to the
Providence Waterfront to board the "Mount
Hope", a large and modern side-wheeler. The
steamer chugged merrily down the bay to
Newport, picked up more passengers, and made
the trip to New Shoreham in grand style.
As we approached the Island we could see the
beautiful sandy cliffs towering above the Crescent
Beach. Perched atop the cliffs stood the
magnificent Searles Mansion. The mansion was
built in 1889 for Mrs. Edward Searles, who, as
widow of railroad tycoon Mark Hopkins, was the
wealthiest woman in the country. It was built in
hopes of restoring her health, but Mrs. Searles
died soon after construction was completed.
As our ship glided gracefully into Old Harbor,
we could see horse and buggies lined up at the
dock to drive the passengers to their respective
hotels and houses. We found a carriage belonging
to the Ocean View Hotel. The driver helped us to
our seats and whisked us up the hill to the
grandest hotel I've ever seen. It is the longest
hotel in Southern New England. President
Ulysses S. Grant himself stayed here, as did Mr.
P.T. Barnum and John Jacob Astor. Cool breezes
hover around the hotel and the view of the ocean
from its' rooms and piazzas is grand.
continued on page 4
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The gathering took place in a trellised patio with a sparkling candle
chandelier, surrounded by roses, foxgloves, lavender and various vines to shield
us from the sun. There was a lovely bouquet of roses and phlox in the center of
the table and tiny Chinese umbrellas beside each place setting.
An assortment of scones, tiny sandwiches of cucumber, marmalade, and even
lobster salad awaited us as we sat down to partake of tea and a delicious fruit
punch. The dessert portion consisted of raspberry squares, fudge brownies, and a
beautiful Red Velvet cake. Everyone had a fine time and hoped to return again
soon.
In August, my family and I took a ride to the Piney Woods to visit Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Perkins, who were camping there for a few weeks. We brought a picnic
lunch of fried chicken, biscuits, boiled eggs, and molasses cookies. While there
we also had hot chocolate and crackers with marshmallows and chocolate - they
were quite delicious. After that we drove home in the twilight- fireflies lighting
the way on a warm summer's night. Pretty soon it will be time to get ready for fall
and winter. We've been redecorating our dining room in hopes of having it done
in time for a holiday celebration.
Looking forward to seeing you then.

Sincerely,
E.V.M.

(The above story is a fictional account based on real places in Pascoag ).

Footsteps in History weekend
at the Bridgeton School
Sat. Oct 8th 12-5, Sun. Oct 9th 12-5
Mon. Oct 10th 12-5

Schedule of Events:
1:00 p.m.
Slide Show: Exterior Restoration
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
1883 Butter Making Demonstration
with the Davis Swing Churn
While the butter is churning, a video on the
Bell Tower Restoration will be shown
Come sample freshly churned butter on many
delicious breads served with an
assortment of teas, hot and cold.
Research materials available for public use
Old Photo Exhibit
Bridgeton School Restoration Exhibit

Thank you to everyone who has been saving
IGA and Dino’s sales slips. Ask your friends
and neighbors to save them and keep mailing
them if you can’t attend meetings.
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BH&PS Officers
President
Betty Mencucci
1777 Victory Hwy
Glendale, RI 02826
(401) 568-8449
Vice-President
Denice Mitchell
41 Merrimac Road
N. Smithfield, RI
02895
(401) 769-8174
Secretary
Rose Shaw
725 Wallum Lake Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8872
Treasurer
Joyce McKenna
515 Reservoir Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-5777
Directors
Shirley Richard
611 South Main St.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-6295
John Shaw
725 Wallum Lake Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8872
Liz Morin
424 Church St.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-7986
Burrillville Historical
& Preservation
Society
Box 93
16 Laurel Hill Ave.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8534
www.bhps.org
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