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Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society Newsletter

March 2006

On May 29th with the untimely passing of Joyce A. (Remington)
McKenna, the Burrillville Historical and Preservation Society lost
more than a past President. It lost one of its hardest workers. Many
of us lost a very dear friend.
When Betty asked me to write this tribute to my cousin, I knew it
would be the hardest thing I’d ever written. It has been just that. I wondered
how to approach it. Seriously? It is, after all, a somber occasion. With
humor? Certainly humor was part of who Joyce was. Her wisecracks and
infectious laugh were well known to those who spent any length of time in
her company.
Should I try to list her many services to the Society? We don’t have
that kind of space, first of all. But, perhaps to mention a few is the best way
to give just a thumbnail sketch of what she did. From long before being
elected President in April of 1985, she worked tirelessly for the Society. She
was one of those who helped Frank Shaw with the copying of the Potter
Collection at the Rhode Island Historical Society. She purchased items at
flea markets and antique shops and donated them to the society – notably
glass negatives. She convinced her brother, Clint, to allow the Society to have its annual yard sale at
Remington Lumber Company and the use of the old van to pick up donations – which led to some very
humorous situations. She was known for her method of selling raffle tickets – hand the ticket (s) to the
individual and say something like ‘give me a buck’. It worked. There were hours of phone calls helping
people with the history of their home; how to deal with a historical cemetery; how to look for a long-lost
ancestor. There were trips into the woods to find a cemetery and photograph it – I did insist that it be done
(if at all possible) when the snakes weren’t around.
(continued on page 3)

Joyce McKenna

******************************

President’s Message

******************************

It is with great sadness that I
write a message for this
newsletter. Joyce’s death was
so sad and so sudden and heart
breaking! It is hard to believe
that it is really true. She will be
dearly missed by all of us. Her
contagious laughter and joyful
mood was always uplifting no
matter what event she was
involved with.
She loved

Burrillville history and Burrillville
artifacts and photos. She loved
to tackle old photos labeled
“unknown” and figure out
where they were taken. Like
Sherlock Holmes, she would
take a magnifying glass and
spend hours studying a photo,
then drive around town and
figure out where the photo was
taken.
Joyce's talents and
personality will be greatly
missed.
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Perhaps many new members don’t
know that she had been president of
the Society for 11 years.
I have
personally known Joyce for a long
time as we were the same age and in
many of the same classes throughout
grammar school and high school. The
Society can never thank her enough
for her long commitment, dedication,
Upcoming Meetings/Events
June 27 - 7:00 p.m. Memories Evening.
Bring stories and old photos if you
have them. Bring desserts.
Sept 26 - Bridgeton slideshow by Pat
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Bicentennial / Earth Day
Cemetery Cleanup
To celebrate Earth Day a group of 7 volunteers
spent time cleaning cemeteries. The first on the
list was Cemetery #15 on Hill Road. This
cemetery surrounded by a magnificent stone wall
was overgrown with numerous small pines and
other brush. The second on the list was the Ross
Cemetery on Ross Road. Members of the Ross
family mentioned in Nancy Ross’ diary are
buried there. Thanks to Denice and Woody
Mitchell, John Mildner, Russell Lacey, Mabel
Hopkins, Betty Mencucci and Marsha Comtois
for doing this work.

Bicentennial T-Shirts
Burrillville Bicentennial T-Shirts are still
available for sale. The shirts cost $13.00 each
and are available in adult sizes S, M, L and XL.
To place an order, please contact one of the
officers or send a check to the Society. Include
an extra $5 if you would like it shipped.

New Alarm System
Omega Alarm of Blackstone, MA has donated
materials and labor to replace our inadequate
burglar alarm system. The only cost to us is a
monthly monitoring fee of $20. Thank you,
Omega Alarm, for this very generous donation.

Bridgeton School Grounds
BH&PS would like to thank George Zifchock
for raking and yard clean-up on the Bridgeton
School grounds this spring.
He has also
volunteered to help beautify the grounds by
planting flowers and shrubs. If you have extra
perennials or flowering shrubs in your yard that
you would like to donate, please contact George.
Also thanks to the Town Highway Department
for setting up the millstone that has been lying on
its side by the fence in the backyard. I would like
to suggest that perhaps we create an attractive
flower garden in the area around the millstone in
memory of Joyce McKenna.
Betty Mencucci

Memberships
If you haven’t renewed your membership, don’t
delay, please send it now. We are no longer
issuing membership cards. Your canceled check
serves as your receipt.
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Past Meetings
At the April meeting, Betty Mencucci showed photos of
the Earth Day Cemetery Clean-Up and also photos of her
recent trip to Washington, D.C. She has researched James
Burrill, Jr. at the Library of Congress and showed photos
of his gravesite at the Congressional Cemetery. At the
May meeting, Burrillville High School teacher Glenn
Siner gave a fascinating talk titled “Joktan Putnam’s
Cow.” He presented some of his research on Burrillville’s
early history.

Tour Rhode Island
On Saturday, May 6th, the Bridgeton School was one of
the bus stops for Tour Rhode Island. Forty-seven people
visited us that day and were treated with a butter-making
demonstration with the Davis Swing Churn. When the bus
arrived, the school bell was ringing in the tower and they
were greeted by Shirley Richard and Denice Mitchell in
Victorian costume.

Yard Sale, Bake Sale, Book Sale
On May 20th the Society held a Yard Sale, Bake Sale and
Book Sale. This was a successful fund-raiser, bringing in
almost $900. The Society extends a big thank you to Ken
Hopkins of Affordable Tent Rental for the large tent and
also to his son Casey Hopkins for delivering and setting
up 19 eight-foot tables. Also thanks to all the volunteers
that helped to make this sale a success.

Elections
Election of officers was held in March. BH&PS would
like to welcome two new officers for 2006. Mabel
Hopkins was elected treasurer and John Mildner was
elected director. Congratulations!

School is draped in Red, White and Blue
To celebrate the Bicentennial, the Bridgeton School has
been decorated with red, white and blue bunting. We are
very grateful for the assistance of Pascoag Electric for
help in putting it up!

School Children Visit
On June 5th, Rose and Giles Shaw gave a presentation to
about 30 children from the Callahan School about Burrillville’s history and the Bridgeton School.

We are still collecting Dino’s and IGA sales slips. Ask your friends
and relatives to save them, too. The money is being used for our
archives, which includes the printing of scanned photos, archival
storage and supplies. Please mail them if you cannot attend
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Donations
Cynthia Aubin let us scan several albums of old
photos, copy a scrapbook and many other
miscellaneous historical documents. She also let us
copy tax books and old newspapers, as well as a
collection of newspaper clippings on the Levys and
historical documents in the Walling family.
George Binns - Foster tax book, 1981 Burrillville
Treasurer Report.
Yearbooks (1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2005)
from the Burrillville High School.
Susan Lavallee let us scan barber shop photos of
Lavallee’s Barber Shop, Main Street, Pascoag dating
back to 1904.
Denice Mitchell donated some old books and let us
scan photos including a large photo of the
Universalist Church before Levy made renovations.
Mrs. Doris Leduc donated a copy of Wallum Pond
Estates. It was given to her by her mother Lena
Barnes.
Adam Hessler donated 3 old bottles which were
found under the floorboards of his house - the
Monk/McGrane house on Rt. 102 in Glendale.
Roger Gladu, Manville historian, let us copy
Burrillville newspaper photos and articles from old
scrapbooks.
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(Joyce McKenna - continued from page 1)
Her most notable accomplishment, however, has
provided the Burrillville Historical and Preservation
Society with a home. It was Joyce’s dollar bill that
purchased the Sweeney School (as it was called
then) from the town back it 1996. By the way, she
never asked to be reimbursed. That sale came at the
end of many, many meetings with and phone calls
to and from various council members. It, too, was
done with Joyce’s special brand of humor when she
pulled the dollar bill out of her wallet and put it on
the council table.
Joyce did what she did out of an appreciation for
and love of the past. Her honesty and integrity won
her the respect of many people. To say she will be
sorely missed is one of those vast understatements.
To say “thank you” seems inadequate. To keep her
always in our hearts seems the only fitting thing to
do.
Pam Cardin

Get into the Bicentennial Spirit
with Footsteps in History Weekend
The Society is planning to celebrate Footsteps in
History weekend on Oct 7th and 8th. Because
this is Burrillville’s Bicentennial, we are planning
some very special activities including a
Bicentennial Birthday cake, lots of ice cream,
entertainment, a short history/slideshow, a
children’s presentation and yes, of course, buttermaking with the Davis Swing Churn. We are
hoping to get other groups involved. If you have
any ideas, please contact one of the officers.

Betty Mencucci donated photos and a rubbing from
Vietnam Wall in Washington, D.C, of Peter Kapas,
Jr.
Wylie Betts donated a DVD of video footage and
narration of the old Walling Farm on Victory
Highway in Nasonville.
Brandon and Michaela Haddad - a box of Klex
Pumice soap which was found in the rafters of the
Mapleville Mill.
W. L. Callahan classes of Mrs. Belanger and Mrs.
Auclair - Our Town Burrillville game.
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Walling house on East Avenue. Parked on the street is
Carlton Taft’s new car. Notice the trolley tracks on East
Avenue and that it is a dirt road. This is one of the many
photos the Society has scanned from the collection of
Cynthia Aubin.
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Burrillville Bicentennial News.

On Arbor Day the Conservation
Commission planted an American Elm tree on a small strip of land at the
intersection of Laurel Hill Avenue and Rt. 100. Attending the ceremony
were members of the Bicentennial Commission, BH&PS, Edwin Pacheco
and others.
The ceremony included brief comments about the
Bicentennial, several tree poems were read and the Conservation
Commission
supplied information
about the American
Elm tree. Later this
year the Bicentennial
Commission plans to
bury a time capsule
near the tree.
From left to right:
Patricia Mehrtens;
Betty Mencucci;
Stephen Rawson;
R. I. State Rep.
Edwin Pacheco;
Bridgeton School received a Project
Bridgeton School The
Award at the annual R. I. State Preservation
held on April 8 at Rhodes-on-thewins Project Award conference
Pawtuxet. Betty and Carlo Mencucci accepted

the award on behalf of BH&PS and Rob
Cagnetta accepted the award on behalf of
Heritage Restoration. At the awards ceremony,
a slideshow on the Bridgeton School’s history
and restoration efforts was presented to an
audience of over 300 people. The following
quote appeared in the program booklet: “The
high-quality restoration of the bell tower and
exterior affirms the Burrillville Historical &
Preservation Society’s commitment to the
preservation of the Bridgeton School and to

Rob Cagnetta; State Preservation
Officer Fred Williamson;
Betty and Carlo Mencucci

community history.”
BH&PS members Dale and Linda
Straube received a stewardship award
for their restoration work on the
Moses Taft House in Pascoag. “What
Moses and Bethiah Taft built, Linda
and Dale Straube have carefully
restored with the generous physical,
financial, and emotional investment of State Preservation Officer, Fred Williamson
devoted
historic
homeowners.” presents award to Linda and Dale Straube
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BH&PS Officers
President and
Newsletter editor
Betty Mencucci
1777 Victory Hwy
Glendale, RI 02826
(401) 568-8449
Vice President
Denice Mitchell
41 Merrimac Road
N. Smithfield, RI
02895
(401) 769-8174

Secretary
Rose Shaw
725 Wallum Lake Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8872
Treasurer
Mabel Hopkins
175 Cherry Farm Road
Harrisville, RI 02830
(401) 568-4548
Directors
Shirley Richard
611 South Main St.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-6295
John Shaw
725 Wallum Lake Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8872
John Mildner
14 Robert Street
Harrisville, RI 02830
(401) 568-6687
Burrillville Historical
& Preservation
Society
Box 93
16 Laurel Hill Ave.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8534
www.bhps.org
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The BH&PS meets on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
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