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Don’t miss the BH&PS Burrill-

ville Birthday Celebration on 

October 7th.  It’s a good way to 

become part of history, show 

some patriotism and learn 

about some exciting Burrillville 

events of long ago.  We are 

looking for volunteers to 

appear in the “Parade of 

Fashions” on October 7th.  If 

you have a costume from an 

earlier time period, please 

volunteer to help make this 

event more memorable. 

   With money from a State 

Legislative grant, we will be 

purchasing shelving for the 

Society’s archives.  Once the 

shelving is installed, it will be a 

big job to go through the 

Society’s archives and catalog 

them better for easy retrieval.   

   

Happy Bicentennial ! 

  September 2006 

****************************** 
President’s Message 
******************************
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Upcoming Meetings/Events 
   
Sept 26 - Bridgeton slideshow by  

Patricia Mehrtens. 
Oct 7 and 8 - Annual Open House 

Sat, Oct 7: 10-4, Sun, Oct 8: 1-4 
Burrillville 200th Birthday Party 
on Oct 7th at 2:00 p.m. 

Oct 21 - Lawn sale/Book sale 
Oct 24 - Unsolved Burrillville Mysteries 

presented by Linda Straube 
Nov 11 and 18 - Holiday Bazaar 

Please join us on October 7th as we celebrate 

Burrillville’s 200th birthday.  The celebration 

will take place at the Bridgeton 

School as part of our annual 

Open House and “Footsteps in 

History” weekend.  The 

ceremony will begin at 2:00 

p.m. with the sound of the bell 

ringing in the tower of the 

Bridgeton School followed by a 

patriotic song by school 

children at the flag pole.  The 

Glocester Light Infantry will 

perform a series of military 

drills with musket fire.  There 

will then be a procession into 

the schoolhouse where we will 

continue the ceremony.  There will be 

speeches, old poetry readings, singing by 

school children, a parade of fashions from 

1806 to 2006 and a “March Through Time” 

slideshow.  The slideshow will feature important 

events in U.S. and Burrillville history highlighting 

each 50 years of history: 1806, 1856, 1906, 1956 and 

2006.  After the slideshow, we will sing Happy 

Birthday to Burrillville and enjoy cake and ice 

cream.  We are planning a very 

special birthday cake.  It will be a 

large homemade cake decorated 

with a map of the town.  And 

what would a birthday party be 

without party games!  We are 

planning a few old-fashioned 

birthday party games for 

children. 

   Besides all that, there will be 

an 1880s butter-making 

demonstration with the Davis 

Swing Churn in the morning on 

both Saturday and Sunday.  

There will also be displays, 

exhibits and research material to browse through.  

Don’t miss this historic event.  There will be Burrill-

ville Bicentennial mementos to purchase and also a 

Come celebrate  

Happy Birthday, Burrillville 
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Burrillville Bicentennial video 
We are still looking for old photos of Burrillville 

schools, farms, businesses and places of 

recreation like Herring Pond (Spring Lake), 

Pascoag Reservoir, Wallum Lake, etc.  If you 

have information, photos, or documents; or if you 

would like to be interviewed, please contact 

Betty  

Mencucci at 568-8449. 

 Bicentennial T-Shirts 

Burrillville Bicentennial T-Shirts are still 

available for sale.  The shirts cost $13.00 each 

and are available in adult sizes S, M, L and XL. 

To place an order, please contact one of the 

officers or send a check to the Society.  Include 

an extra $5 if you would like it shipped.   

Bicentennial Parade 
BH&PS will participate in the Bicentennial 

parade on September 30th.  The parade will start 

at the High School and end at the Callahan Field.  

If you would like to be involved in this event, 

please contact one of the officers. 

Burrillville Tax Book Project 
Mabel Hopkins has been photocopying the 

Society’s collection of old tax books.  Some of 

these are very fragile and it is critical that they be 

copied so that this resource can be available for 

researchers. 

Archives Course 

Betty Mencucci and Mabel Hopkins have 

completed a 20-hour “Basics of Archives course” 

administered by the Rhode Island Historical 

Records Advisory Board.  After completion of 

this course, BH&PS is eligible to apply for grants 

to assist in our historical records collection.  On 

September 18th Betty Mencucci attended a 

grantwriting workshop and will apply for a grant 

this fall. 

 Memberships  
If you haven’t renewed your membership, don’t 

delay; please send it now.  We are no longer 

issuing membership cards.  Your canceled check 

serves as your receipt. 

The Historian 

BH&PS welcomes stories and news to print in 

our quarterly newsletter.  The deadline for each 

issue is the first week of December, March, June 

and September. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are still collecting Dino’s and IGA sales slips.  Ask your friends 

and relatives to save them, too.  The money is being used for our 

archives, which includes the printing of scanned photos, archival 

storage and supplies.  Please mail them if you cannot attend 

Annual Holiday Bazaar 
 

Saturday November 11 and 18 
 

9 - 4 p.m. 
 

Crafts,  
Penny Social 

Raffles 
Baked Goods 

White Elephant 
 

Volunteers needed 
to help decorate 
and work at the 

bazaar. 
We are looking for 

donations of 
crafts, handmade 

articles,   
penny social  

and 
white elephant  

                                            items, 
also raffle items and articles for the  

food basket. 

Fall Lawn Sale / Book Sale 
 

Saturday October 21 
Rain or shine 

 
9 - 4 p.m. 

 
Volunteers needed to help take out items 

that day and put them away. 
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Long Lost Burrillville Gravestone 
of Edith Marion Walling Comes 

Home 

This summer, Millville highway superintendent 

John Dean contacted BH&PS about a gravestone 

he had that belonged in Burrillville.  He had 

found the stone in the middle of the road in 

Millville on Central Street 25 years ago 

(probably put there by vandals) but was unable 

to find where it belonged so it was moved to the 

basement of the Millville municipal center.  

There the stone stayed until 1991 when the 

municipal center was torn down.  John Dean 

arrived one day at work and discovered the 

gravestone in the dumpster!  It was going to be 

thrown out! He rescued the stone and moved it 

to the new Longfellow Municipal Center a block 

up the street.  There the stone stayed again until 

2006 when it was rediscovered after some clean-

up work.  This time John Dean was determined 

to find out where it belonged.  Millville 

Executive Secretary Helen Coffin assisted him 

and used the Internet to do the search.  They 

discovered that the stone belonged in Cemetery 

#39, the Nason Lot in Nasonville off Rt. 102.  

Betty and Carlo Mencucci located the cemetery 

and on July 20 arranged to meet John Dean so 

that the stone could be returned.  BH&PS wishes 

to thank John Dean for his perseverance all these 

years in protecting this stone and for his 

dedication and determination to find where it 

The Historian 

Donations 

 

Cynthia Aubin let us scan a collection of very old 

documents pertaining to the Walling family. 

 

Denice Mitchell let us copy an old scrapbook that once 

belonged to John W. Smith. 

 

Ann Pate let us copy a booklet about the Real Estate 

and Personal Property of the Coronet Worsted Co. of 

Mapleville.  The booklet contains photos of the inside 

of the mill and was printed when the property was 

auctioned on July 8, 1926. 

 

Pam Cardin donated a collection of old clothes, school 

photos, and an assortment of  books and documents. 

 

Barton St. Armand donated photos of 5  famous poets 

in a large frame that used to hang in the Nasonville 

School. 

 

Scott Spencer of Ashfield, MA donated a framed 

diploma from the Tarkiln School awarded to Bertie 

Cleveland Smith in 1900.  He purchased this at a local 

tag sale for $5.00, then sought out BH&PS to donate it. 

 

The estate of Gladys Magnuson - Darling genealogy 

and genealogy books. 

 

Lois Hawksley of Glocester donated a band uniform 

belonging to her grandfather J. Curtis Hopkins, 

conductor and founder of the Oakland Band.  Also 5 

Oakland band hats belonging to her father, Henry 

Hopkins and his brothers. 

 

Marsha Comtois donated information on the Singleton 

Farm. 

 

Millville Highway superintendent, John Dean (right) 

and his assistant, Jonathan Sheehan (left)  return the 

gravestone of Edith Marion Walling to its rightful 

place in Nasonville.  She was only 19 months old 

when she died in 1900.     

Photos  

courtesy  

of 

Scott  

Weider 
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BH&PS Officers 
 

President and  

Newsletter editor 

Betty Mencucci 

1777 Victory Hwy 

Glendale, RI  02826 

(401) 568-8449 

 

Vice President 

Denice Mitchell 

41 Merrimac Road 

N. Smithfield, RI 

02895 

(401) 769-8174 

 

Secretary 
Rose Shaw 

725 Wallum Lake Rd. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-8872 

 

Treasurer 
Mabel Hopkins 

175 Cherry Farm Road 

Harrisville, RI 02830 

(401) 568-4548 

 

Directors 

 

Shirley Richard 

611 South Main St. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-6295 

 

 

John Shaw 

725 Wallum Lake Rd. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-8872 

 

 

John Mildner 

14 Robert Street 

Harrisville, RI  02830 

(401) 568-6687 

 

 

Burrillville Historical 
& Preservation  

Society 
Box 93 

16 Laurel Hill Ave. 
Pascoag, RI  02859 

(401) 568-8534 
 

www.bhps.org 
 

 
 

Burrillville Bicentennial News.   
 

Crowd gathers at the 
Burrillville Middle 

School on July 3rd 
waiting for the  
Bicentennial  

fireworks. 

Today we celebrate Burrillville’s Bicentennial 

because in 1806 Burrillville split from the 

town of Glocester.  Before this separation, the 

population of Glocester had grown quite 

dramatically rising to about 4000 which was 

more than any other place in the state except Providence and Newport.  Also, 

travel to town meetings, held in Chepachet was difficult because of poor roads and 

long distances. 

    On November 17, 1806 Burrillville held its first town meeting to elect officers.  

Joktan Putnam was chosen moderator and Daniel Smith, Jr. was the new town 

clerk.  The members of the first town council were:  John Esten, Simeon Steere, 

Samuel Smith, Amaziah Harris, William Ross, Moab Paine and Levi Lapham.  

The town was named in honor of the state’s attorney general, the Honorable James 

Burrill, Jr.  In the early years, the location of the town meeting was sold to the 

highest bidder.  The highest bidder then had the privilege of selling liquor at his 

home or business.  One of the meetings in 1807 was held at the hotel of John 

Wood.  In 1808  Russell Aldrich.was the highest bidder and paid the town $16.25 

for the privilege of selling liquor.  In 1810 the highest bid was $50.  Eventually the 

sale of town meetings was regarded as unjust when some 

of the highest bidders were from undesirable locations 

requiring long travel over hills and poor roads. 

   Why did this new town choose to name itself after the 

Attorney General?  Was it because he gave the town 

books to record its town meetings and vital records?  Or 

was it the fact that James Burrill was an honorable man 

and was highly esteemed?  James Burrill was later 

elected to the U.S. Senate and served from 1817 - 1820.  

He died suddenly on Christmas Day in 1820 causing 

great sorrow to all who knew him. 

Betty Mencucci 

Some early  
Burrillville history 

Grand finale of the Bicentennial fireworks ! 

photo courtesy of  

Helen Moroney 
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The BH&PS meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 


