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“Burrillville Celebrates
200 Years of History”
Video to highlight
Footsteps in History
Weekend
On October 6th from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
the Bridgeton School will open its doors as
part of the Footsteps in History celebration.
There will be two showings of the newly
released documentary written and produced
by Betty and Carlo Mencucci. The first
showing will be at 10:00 a.m. and the second
at 1:00 p.m. Bring a friend, bring a guest! All
are welcome to attend! There will be a special
******************************

President’s Message

******************************

BH&PS has many events
coming
up
with
many
opportunities
to volunteer.
We will need volunteers to
greet people and answer
questions at the Bridgeton
School during our Open House
and Footsteps in History
events.
We have been asked to set up
a booth at the Bridgeway in

exhibit of photographs, clothing and artifacts from Indian
Acres Dairy which is featured in the video. Artifacts
include tools used for farming, ice-cutting and lumbering.
Other new exhibits will be on display as well.

Late
1800s
haying
scene at
Sweet’s
Hill
(later
Indian
Acres
Dairy).

Other farms included in the video are: the Ross Farm
in Bridgeton, history of present day Addieville East
Farm, Richardson Farm and Abner Bartlet Farm.

Pascoag for the annual Pumpkin
Lighting event on Oct. 25. We
will be selling homemade
Halloween treats and are
looking for volunteers to bake.
We will also be participating in
the
Downtown
Pascoag
Victorian Holiday Celebration
on November 24. A bus will
bring visitors to the Bridgeton
School and we will need
volunteers to greet them.
We are also holding our
Annual Holiday Bazaar on
November 10 and 17. We need
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people to help decorate, bake, make
crafts, donate food items for our
Thanksgiving basket raffle, donate
penny social items and also to work on
those two days.
We also need
volunteers to sell raffle tickets. Even
if you can only commit an hour or
two, it will be very helpful.
Upcoming Meetings/Events
Sept 29 - Annual Open House
Oct 6 - Footsteps in History at the
Bridgeton School
Oct 23 - Ghost Stories - 7:00 p.m.
by Linda Straube
Nov 10 & 17 - Annual bazaar
Dec 4 - Holiday party/potluck supper
Bring a gift to exchange
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Glacier Meltdown
The water problem in the parking lot at the
Bridgeton School has been solved, thanks to Ken
Adler of Adler Bros. Construction Inc. and
donated help from members. When the sump
pump system was installed in the basement, the
water was discharged into the rear parking lot.
This was not a problem in the summer, but in the
winter, it froze, creating an ice hazard. At times,
the ice would become so thick that we nicknamed
it “the glacier.”
This June while the water table was still high,
Ken Hopkins and Anthony Scorpio took on the
job of digging a test pit to determine the water
level. Using his own backhoe, Anthony dug a
hole in the backyard. With the information
obtained from digging the test pit, Ken Adler
designed an appropriate dry well system. His
design also would take away water coming from
the downspouts in the rear of the building..
With pick-ax and shovels, Ken Hopkins and
Betty and Carlo Mencucci dug a trench under the
length of the back porch for the pipe that would
carry the water from one of the two sump pumps
to the dry wells. The following day, Ken Adler,
his brother and a worker arrived at 6:00 a.m. and
excavated an area in the backyard to build the
leach field and bury the dry wells. Four plastic U
-shaped dry wells were buried in crushed stone.
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forward to a winter without “the glacier.” We are
very grateful to Adler Bros. for solving this problem
for us. The total cost was $650 which included $150
for materials and $500 for labor and the crushed
stone. Without the work by these handy volunteers,
this project would have cost the Society several
thousand dollars.

Seeking Scouting Memorabilia
We are seeking donations of photos and memorabilia
of scouting in Burrillville (such as Cub Scouts, Boy
Scout troops, Sea Explorers, Air Explorers, Brownie
and Girl Scout troops). We are also looking for any
material on the Youth Guidance Association and
construction of the Beckwith-Bruckshaw Lodge.

Get Involved
In the President’s report, I talked about the many
opportunities for members to get involved. There are
other ways to get involved. We need more members
on the Planning Committee to plan activities and
provide fresh input. Several years ago we had a
Cemetery Committee that met once a month and
discussed problems involving historic Burrillville
cemeteries. I would like to see that committee
reactivated. We should have a Sunshine Committee.
I would like to see other people involved in writing
articles for the newsletter, helping with exhibits,
fundraising, cleaning the school, etc. Your help can
make
a
big
difference!

Adler Bros. installing dry wells with the assistance of
Ken and Casey Hopkins.

Ken Hopkins and his son Casey assisted Adler
Bros. in connecting the pipes to the dry wells.
Three hours later the job was complete. Betty
and Carlo raked the loam smooth and Ken
Hopkins planted grass seed. We now look

Old Home Day parade - July 24, 1915. A four-division parade
about a mile long marched from Pascoag along Sayles Avenue
to Bridgeton and returned by Church Street. This photo shows
the International Order of Red Men marching past the
Bridgeton School.
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August Meeting

Donations
Pam Cardin donated a box of antique clothing and a
collection of old school books belonging to the Sweet
family.
She also donated 3 ledgers showing
transactions of the slaughtering business of Albert and
Thomas Sweet.
Sandra Morely of Webster, MA donated photos of the
1927 flood which had belonged to her mother, Sophie
Lawida Strenk.
John Connell - 5 boxes of slides of Boy Scout events.
Ralph Cook - document about the price of milk.
Solange Lataille - newspaper clipping on 1954
hurricane.
Kathy Barton of Manville - 3 Arbor Day booklets 1890s

Annual Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 10 and 17
9 - 4 p.m.

At the August meeting, the members approved
the building of a shed in back of the Bridgeton
School to be used as a place to store a lawn
mower and yard tools. George Zifchock
showed plans of a shed which would look like
an outhouse to match the age of the school.
After the meeting, special guest David
Bettencourt showed us previews of his movie
on Rocky Point. He then answered questions
about how the film was made and his reasons
for making it.

Save Dino’s sales slips! We are still
receiving 1% of the total we turn
in.
IGA has suspended their program so we
are no longer saving their slips. We
thank IGA for their past support and

The Annual Holiday Party and Potluck Supper
will be held on Tuesday, December 4th. Bring a
small gift to exchange.

Crafts
Penny Social
Raffles
Baked Goods
White Elephant

Holiday Raffle
1st prize: $100 cash

Volunteers needed to
help decorate and work
at the bazaar.
We are looking for
donations of crafts,
handmade articles,
penny social
and
white elephant
items.

Tickets - $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00

Please bring a food item to the October meeting
for our Thanksgiving food basket raffle.

Drawing: Tuesday, Dec. 4th at the
Holiday Party/Potluck Supper
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Plus many other prizes valued at
over $400

Please support the Society by
purchasing tickets or selling them.
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THE SKELELTON OF SNAKE HILL - by Linda Straube
(one of Burrillville’s Unsolved Mysteries told at the October 2006 meeting)
th

Before noontime on Sunday, August 25 , 1911, two young men by the names of James
Gervais and Lyman Rondeau decided to go berry-picking in the woods on Snake Hill not far
from the village of Mapleville. They sat down on the edge of a rock and began kicking at the
leaves near their feet as they talked on the warm summer day. Suddenly, their attention was
attracted by something white underneath the leaves. Being of a curious nature, as most boys
are, they decided to investigate. What they found left them shaken and scared, for as they
moved the leaves and dirt away, a skeleton fell out of a crevice in the rock. The original
"white" object they had found was a skull.
After overcoming their initial horror, the boys removed a few inches of earth which had
covered the skeleton. Lyman and James then found several fragments of what was once a
woolen dress and near the feet were the remains of shoes and overshoes. They had now come
to the conclusion that the remains where those of a woman. Judging by her feet and height, she
had been a petite lady. Two gold rings remained on the bones of the fingers. Buttons from the
dress were located as well as locks of brown hair. All of these fragments were lying on the
ground, the passage of years having separated them from the body.
The boys hastened to Mapleville to report their hideous discovery to Dr. George W. Ashton,
who notified the Medical Examiner of Glocester, Dr. Richard L. Shea, since the Burrillville
Medical Examiner was out of town. The two physicians made a thorough and careful
examination of the remains as the boys looked on. The four all made statements later that the
skull clearly showed a bullet hole in the woman’s forehead and a hole in the back of her
skull. This was important, since later the skull, being fragile, fell to pieces as others examined it.
The doctors concluded that the woman had been of average height and since her hair had
been still brown at the time of death, was most likely well below the age of 50 years. It was
thought that the death had occurred possibly as long ago as twenty years. The remains of the
unknown woman were then placed by the doctors into the charge of William L. Brown,
awaiting a hearing from the Attorney General's Office.
The location of the skeleton was about 10 feet from a path leading into the Snake Hill woods
across the railroad track from the then "Piggery" house and was 20 feet from the edge of the
road. It was apparent that the poor woman was murdered, her body pushed into a crevice in the
rocks, covered with dirt and a good sized stone then moved to partially cover the crevice and
the terrible crime.
It was concluded that since a bullet hole was found in her skull by the physicians and the
boys, that the woman was taken to the area and murdered most likely during the autumn
season when the sound of guns firing would have aroused no suspicion since the population
nearby would have taken the sound for hunters. Autumn was also suspected as the time of the
murder as the woman had been wearing a woolen dress and overshoes over her own shoes.
Other theories abounded after the finding of the skeleton. Some thought she may have been
killed elsewhere and brought to the Snake Hill woods to conceal her body. What exactly had
happened, where, or by who was never discovered, for the description of the dress, the shoes,
the hair color, the size of the woman nor even the gold rings she had worn tallied with any
woman in the area.
The authorities of Burrillville and the Medical Examiner from Glocester continued their
investigation into the murder of the unknown woman. People came forward claiming to know
who the murder victim was, and one of the gold rings bore an engraving of a swastika cross on
it which narrowed down the time of the murder from 20 years to 10 years. (Swastika crosses
were popularly engraved no more than 10 years before the finding of the skeleton).
The mystery of the identity of the woman and the person or persons who took her life
remains unsolved to this day. It seems that as the investigation went on, there were just too
many women who disappeared around the time in question and were never seen again. In my
opinion, the mystery of the skeleton of Snake Hill and her murder was a terrible tragedy.
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The BH&PS meets on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
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