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   We have acquired quite a 

collection of Burrillville girl 

scout and boy scout photos.  

Most of them are scanned 

copies from people kind 

enough to share.  We will 

continue to ask for scouting 

photos and memorabilia to add 

to this collection.  We have 

placed printed copies of all the 

scanned photos into two 

notebooks: one for Girl Scouts 

and another for Boy Scouts.  I 

would like to thank Robert 

Goulet and Mabel Hopkins for 

bringing scouting memorabilia 

to the last meeting for viewing. 

     The Archivist has been 

organizing the photos in the 

Millie Legg collection and will 

have them available for public 

viewing at the March meeting.  

Your help is needed to identify 

some of the photos. 

      We are looking for a 

volunteer to mow the lawn 

 March 2008 

****************************** 
President’s Message 
******************************

Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society Newsletter 

around the Brideton School this 

summer.  We need volunteers to rake 

the school grounds this spring, 

volunteers to clean the inside of the 

Bridgeton School periodically, 

evaluate cemeteries, read gravestones, 

and clean cemeteries.  We need a 

Director and I would like someone to 

head up a Sunshine committee. Your 

input is always welcome at monthly 

planning meetings. 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 
March 26 - Slideshow of recently  
donated photos.  Election of Officers. 
 
April 22 and May 27 - TBA 
 
May 3 - Visit by Tour RI 12:00 - 1:15 

Cemetery Committee  

Reactivated 

The Cemetery Committee has been re-activated 

and is holding meetings at the Bridgeton School 

on the second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.  

The Committee is creating a list of 21 cemeteries 

that need attention.   A visit will be made to these 

high priority cemeteries to determine the 

condition of each one.  After that, members will 

be asked to make a short visit to the other 

cemeteries to report on their general condition  

and what could be done to help preserve each site. 

The final plan is to have a list of ten sites that the 

Society can send volunteers to clean up on a 

regular basis.  Volunteers will be given a Do’s and 

Don’ts guide so that correct procedures will be 

followed during the clean-ups.  Ron Lapierre is 

the chairman of this committee and is seeking 

First Universalist Church of Burrillville  
This photo shows what the church looked like when it was built 

in 1887.  Albert Sweet spearheaded the drive to acquire funding 

to build the church.  Albert L. Sayles, owner of the Granite Mill 

in Pascoag was one of the first donors.   The lot was purchased 

from William Tinkham, owner of the mill in Harrisville for 

$10.  A large barn stood on 

the property and it was sold 

to DeWitt C. Remington Jr. 

and moved across the street  

to where the Austin T. Levy 

School is today.  In 1933 

Mr. Levy paid for major 

alterations to the church so 

that it would have a 

colonial look and would 

conform to the architecture 

of the new buildings being 

constructed.  For first 

account information on the 

construction of this church, 

see Abby Sweet’s diary 

excerpts on page 4. 
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Old Home Day Parade 
Main Street, Pascoag, 

1915 

 International Order of 

Odd Fellows march by the 

Music Hall.  They  won a 

prize for having the 

greatest number of 

participants.  149 

members of Granite 

Lodge No. 33 marched in 

white uniforms, white hats 

and colored scarves.  They 

are preceded by the 

Woonsocket Cornet Band.   
Photo courtesy of 

 Shirley Greene 

John Mildner 

On January 3, 2008 John 
Mildner passed away.  He 
was an active member of 
the Society serving as a 
Director and also on the 
Cemetery Committee.  He 
was always willing to lend 
a helping hand in all our 
activities; whether it be 
yard cleaning, setting up 
for a bazaar, cleaning 
cemeteries, or working at a 
yard sale. He was very 
interested in locating the 
town's old cemeteries and 

photographing gravestones. He worked for the RI State 
D.O.T. for 28 years before retiring. He was also a 
member  
of the Burrillville Ambulance Corps.  We will miss his 

Charles “Buster” Peck 

1913 - 2007 

Indoor Yard Sale  
On February 9 and 16 the Society held an Indoor 

yard Sale.  The weather was good on both days and 

business was brisk especially in the morning.  

Besides coming  to buy things, some people used it 

as an opportunity to visi the School and look at 

photos and exhibits.  The video titled “Burrillville 

Celebrates 200 Years of History” was shown 

continuously on both days. The Society would like to 

thank the following people for working at the sale:  

Mabel Hopkins, Denice Mitchell, Nancy Greene, 

Betty and Carlo Mencucci, Kerry Hopkins, Ashley 

Hopkins, and Kathy Hopkins.  We plan on having the 

sale again on March 29. 

Building News 

In January we discovered that one of the sump pumps 

in the basement was non-functioning and the other 

had a stuck switch.   The cost was $605.  The man 

who did the work  waived the service fee saving us 

$185.  He did this because he really liked the 

building, he likes historical societies and felt sorry 

for us when he saw all the yard sale stuff and could 

see how hard we work to raise money. Thank you, 

Basement Technologies for waiving this fee. 

 

The Society would like to thank Ken Hopkins for 

fastening a fire key box to the cement stairs of the 

Bridgeton School.  This box is required by law and 

can only be unlocked by the fire department to obtain 

access to the building in an emergency. 

Arthur M. Soule organized the first 

Boy Scout troop in Harrisville on 

Nov. 28, 1922.  He was the minister 

of the First Universalist Church in 

Harrisville. 

 

Photo is from the Stillwater News. 

Winter Indoor Yard Sale 
The Society is planning to hold another 

indoor yard sale on March 29th from 10-4 

March is Membership Month - Send your 

dues in today.  Ask a friend to join ! 
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Donations 

Ruth Tourtellotte - Brownie uniform, leader’s hat, girl 

scout sash, photocopied newspaper articles on scouting 

 

Robert Goulet - let us scan scouting photos 

 

Mabel Hopkins - let us scan girl scout and brownie 

photos 

 

Betty Mencucci - scanned images of girl scout trip to 

Camp Hoffman 

 

Lucille Brown - let us scan scouting photos 

 

Ruth Cook - let us scan girl scout photos 

 

June (Keeling) Bizier - let us scan scouting photos 

 

Newt Stevens - Eagle Scout plaque 

 

Debbie (Reynolds) Grasso - donated a 1976 

Bicentennial flag that Marilyn Johnson flew at the 

Bridgeton School 

 

Louis Place -photo of Harrisville 1st grade rhythm 

band 

 

Rose LaVoie - let us scan a photo of Ada LaVoie - a 

Burrillville High School cheerleader with mascot 

(dog). 

 

Glocester Heritage Society - Miscellaneous Burrillville 

photos including several of Spring Lake, Fred Sayles 

coach house (Overlook now), Sayles Avenue School, 

Harrisville dam, Orrell Mills and others. 

 

Clifford Brown - let us scan 4 photos; one of Alcey 

Mowry Paine Steere - 1923, 2 photos of the Stillwater 

Mill and a photo of a mock wedding at Stillwater.  

These belonged to his mother, Helen Steere Brown. 

 

Nancy Greene - let us scan a photo of herself at age 2 
in front of Thomas Sweet’s house on Sweet’s Hill. 

 

Shirley Greene - let us scan a photo of Old Home Day, 

donated 2 bags of old newspapers, a poster to advertise 

a BH&PS flea market at the Industrial Park, typed 

excerpts from a scrapbook and railroad log book. 

 

 
Cub Scout Visit - January 28  

A group of about 20 cub scouts came to the 

Bridgeton School to learn some Burrillville 

history.  After presenting a slideshow of old 

photos of the town’s many villages, Betty 

Mencucci showed the scouts some farming 

artifacts from Indian Acres Dairy.  The children 

also got to see the collection of scouting 

memorabilia that the Society has obtained so far. 

Betty Mencucci (right) shows the scouts how the  
“cradle” was used to harvest grains like rye.   

The “cradle” was once used at Indian Acres and  
donated by Pam Cardin. 

Support your local markets! 
Save Dino’s and IGA sales slips!  We are 

receiving a percentage of the total when 

we turn in these slips.  IGA had suspended 

the program for several months but has 

now resumed it.  Ask your friends and 

neighbors to save them too.   

Albert Q. Perry speaks to a group of girl scouts at the 

Riverside Cemetery in Harrisville, May 30, 1949. 

Photo courtesy of Mabel Hopkins 

We are still seeking Boy Scout and Girl Scout photos 
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BH&PS Officers 
 

President and  

Newsletter editor 

Betty Mencucci 

1777 Victory Hwy 

Glendale, RI  02826 

(401) 568-8449 

 

Vice President 

Denice Mitchell 

41 Merrimac Road 

N. Smithfield, RI 

02896 

(401) 769-8174 

 

Secretary 
Rose Shaw 

725 Wallum Lake Rd. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-8872 

 

Treasurer 
Mabel Hopkins 

175 Cherry Farm Road 

Harrisville, RI 02830 

(401) 568-4548 

 

Directors 

 

Shirley Richard 

611 South Main St. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-6295 

 

 

John Shaw 

725 Wallum Lake Rd. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-8872 

 

 

Director position 

(vacant) 

 

 

 

Burrillville Historical 
& Preservation  

Society 
Box 93 

16 Laurel Hill Ave. 
Pascoag, RI  02859 

(401) 568-8534 
 

www.bhps.org 
 

 Abby Sweet’s Diaries - Part II 
Below are entries from the diaries of Abby Sweet, courtesy of Pamela Cardin.  Abby Sweet 

was the sister of Thomas and Albert Sweet who began the enterprises which later became 

Indian Acres.   Some of these entries were read by Pam in the video titled “Burrillville 

Celebrates 200 Years of History.” The entries below all pertain to the building of  the First 

Universalist Church of Burrillville.  Albert Sweet was instrumental in the building of  this 

church.  Before that, the Universalists held  services occasionally  in the old Town House. 

Regular  services did not commence until about 1874 where they met twice a month in the old 

Harrisville Grammar School.   In Sept. 1876  the Cavalry Episcopal Church was rented.  This 

building occupied the site of the former Harrisville Fire Station on Chapel Street. 

Thurs. Feb 25, 1886.  Stor my today, snow and rain very unpleasant.  Today 

Albert was the recipient of a letter and subscription of $1000 from A.L. Sayles of 

Pascoag, R. I. for the purpose of building a Universalist Church in Harrisville.  

Thomas finished laying the drain pipe for the silo today. 

Fri. Mar 5, 1886.  Today is very pleasant and warm.  Thomas went out to 

Providence this morning. Dr Wilcox came.  Irving H. Sweet subscribed $10 today.  

Albert went to Plainville and Oakland this eve.  Thomas Smith $10, G. F. Smith $50. 

Uncle David thinks we should have a town clock on the church, $70. 

Sat. April 24, 1886.  Cooler  today, mother  is a little stronger  today.  The doctor  

came. Albert went to Harrisville and got William Tinkham to sign the deed at noon.  

Went to Providence and then to the greenhouse this afternoon. He brought home 

beautiful flowers to mother. 
Wed. April 28, 1886.  Pleasant today. Alber t went to Harr isville, got the deed to the 

church lot and took it to the town clerk to be recorded and acknowledged.  Paid William 

Tinkham for the barn, $1200.  D.C. Remington paid $1000 for the barn.  Then went to 

Pascoag for the church work.  Ellen ironed today. Dr. Wilcox came. 

Fri. Aug 20, 1886.  Fine weather indeed, baking and sweeping is the order of the day.  I have 

swept and dusted mother’s room thoroughly this p.m. Ellen, Mahala and Sarah went whortle 

berrying this p.m.  William Darling, a carpenter fell from the tower of the church a distance of 

22 feet fatally injuring him.  He was carried to his brother’s, Amos Darling. 

Sat. Aug 21, 1886.  Just a lovely day, sweeping and scrubbing today, also cooking.  I have 

swept and dusted the sitting room this p.m.  Mahala went to John Eddy’s this evening.  

William Darling died this afternoon about 1 p.m. from injuries received in the fall from the 

church tower.  Dr. Wilcox came. 

Sun. Dec 5, 1886.  Today we bid goodbye to the old chapel. Snowing hard today, a very 

bad day.  Mrs. Carpenter is to be buried today from the Baptist church.  Albert and Irving 

went to church today.  Ten came to church.  Rev. Mr. Goodrich spoke today and appointed the 

next service in the vestry of the new church. 

Mon. Dec 6, 1886.  Albert went to Boston.  Mahala came here.  Cold and cloudy today. 

Ellen washed this morning.  Thomas and Fred Murray and the team worked all forenoon and 

part of the afternoon moving the dishes and church belongings down to the new church. 

Wed. Dec 8 1886.  Thomas, Albert, Lydia, Ellen and myself all went to the church this 

morning and stayed all day making preparations for the supper.  Angel Gabriel was raised to 

the top of the steeple this a.m. 

Sun Dec 12, 1886.  We went to church on the sled.  Cloudy and misty today.  We held our 

service in the new vestry for the first time today.  Rev. M. Goodrich preached a touching 

sermon, about 60 persons were present. We were very comfortable.  Annie Remington played 

on the organ.  Mr. Goodrich came to supper. The proceeds were $208.00. 
Sat. Dec 18, 1886. Rainy today very warm. Warren Sweet came. Thomas and Albert went to 

Harrisville early this morning, they have worked all day at the church finished putting up the clock this 

forenoon. Clock struck at 11:00 for the first time.  Took down the staging in the church this p.m.  

Finished overhead. 

Sat. Feb 19, 1887. Warm and pleasant but very windy. Thomas, Albert, Ellen, and Irving went to 

Pascoag to a turkey dinner.  Chandelier for the church came today.   
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The BH&PS meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 


