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Mid 18th Century Hutch
to be raffled
The Burrillville Historical & Preservation
Society is conducting a unique raffle thanks
to the fine craftsmanship of Art LaVallee of
Camp Dixie Road in Pascoag. He has built
a mid 18th century hutch and has donated it
to the Society for this raffle. This beautiful
piece of handmade furniture, built with
authenticity and pride, is a reproduction of
a mid 18th century piece, distressed as it
might have been after decades of use. It is
built with strong woodworking joints, since
in the mid 18th century hand-forged nails
were expensive. The hutch is hand-planed,
shelves are rabbeted into the back and
sides, and the rails and stiles on the frame
and door are mortised and tenoned with
trunnels (pins). It has a true raised panel
door which swings on “H” hinges attached
******************************

President’s Message

******************************

The Society is looking for
volunteers to help during the
Footsteps in History weekend.
We need to station members
inside both rooms to watch the
exhibits, answer questions and
sell raffle tickets and we will
need people outside to work at
the yard sale. We will also

with four “clout clinched” nails. The door is kept closed
with a turn button. In keeping with the time period, the
hutch is painted mustard yellow and the inside is
Venetian red.
Raffle tickets are $1.00
each or 3 tickets for $2.00.
There will be ample time to
purchase tickets as the
drawing won’t be held until
December 2. The hutch
will be on display at the
Bridgeton School. Please
come to one of our monthly
meetings, special events or
call to make an appointment
to see this fine piece of
furniture.
Art LaVallee stands next
to his custom built
reproduction of a mid
18th century hutch which
he has donated for our
raffle.

need volunteers to help carry
yard sale items out of the
basement early in the morning.
If you know any students that
want to do community service
work, tell them to come and
help. Even if you only have a
few hours of your time to
donate, it will be greatly
appreciated.
We also need volunteers to
help sell raffle tickets. Once
again, Denice Mitchell has done
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a tremendous job contacting
businesses and acquiring prizes
for our raffle.
Upcoming Meetings/Events
Footsteps in History weekend - Oct. 11th
and 12th.
Open house, exhibits,
continuous showings of historic videos,
yard sale and bake sale.
Oct 28 - Ghostly Tales of Burrillville
by Linda Straube
Nov 15 + 22 - Holiday Bazaar
Dec 2 - Meeting/Holiday Potluck Supper
& Raffle drawings
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Annual Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 15 and 22
9 - 4 p.m.

Crafts
Penny Social
Raffles
Baked Goods
Yard Sale Items
Volunteers needed to help decorate and work at
the bazaar.
We are looking for
donations of baked goods, crafts,
handmade articles, penny social
and Yard Sale items.
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Help Celebrate
Footsteps in History weekend
at the Bridgeton School
Sat. Oct 11th and Sun. Oct 12th
9 - 4 p.m.
Open House
Exhibits
Photos on display
Historic videos will be shown

Gigantic Yard Sale and Bake Sale
Corn stalks on sale for fall
decorations

Holiday Raffle
1st prize: $100 cash
2nd prize - lunch for 4 at Grace Note
Farm ($108 value)
Plus many other prizes valued at
over $400

Please

bring a
food item to the October meeting
for our Thanksgiving food basket raffle.

We are terribly sorry to report the death of George Gagnon,
one of our members. He lived on Centennial Street in
Pascoag and was 89 years old when he died on August 22,
2008. He will be sadly missed by his wife, Rosalie and all

Wanted
100 % white cotton sheets to be used to store
our clothing collection.
Sheets can be used instead of purchasing tissue
paper but they must be 100% cotton.

Support BHPS by becoming a member.
Dues are only $10 single or $15 for a family

Tickets - $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
Please support the Society by
purchasing tickets or selling them.
Drawing: Tuesday, Dec. 2nd at the
Holiday Party/Potluck Supper
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Donations
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Thanks for saving those Dino’s and
IGA sales slips! It’s a great way to

RIDOT - photos and history of the Shippee Bridge

support our local markets and make money
for the Society. Ask your friends and
neighbors to save them, too!

Adelard Paquette - newspaper article

Cheryl Cook McCall - newspaper articles about
the Bridgeton School
Patricia Mehrtens - copy of 1807 Burrillville tax
book
Cemetery Committee Report by Ron Lapierre
The Cemetery Committee will begin meeting on the first
Monday of each month. The Committee will review the
letter that was drafted for the cemetery adoption program
in its efforts to get neighbors or private parties to start
adopting some of the historic cemeteries in town. We will
also be targeting some select cemeteries for this adoption
program. We will be reviewing our cemetery inventory
status and continue our cemetery inspections through the
fall and winter. We are also working on a master locator
list to be provided to the Burrillville Police Department to
assist them in knowing where cemeteries are to help
prevent vandalism.

Shippee Bridge as it looked after completion in
1935. For the complete story of the history of this
bridge, see page 4.

Congratulations to Helen Moroney! She will be inducted
into the William Blackstone Society at a ceremony
sponsored by the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council on
September 25.

The Society received a call from a woman in East
Providence who is trying to locate descendants of
mill owner, William Orrell of Glendale. She has
photos and would like to pass them on to family
members. Please contact one of the officers if you
have information.

August Meeting
Sarah Zurier of the RI Historical Preservation &
Heritage Commission made a presentation on a
project to nominate several historic single-family
houses to the National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register of Historic Places is the
official list of the nation's historic places that are
significant in American history and worthy of
preservation.
Burrillville has over 300 properties listed on the
National Register--most of them in the Harrisville
and Oakland Historic Districts. Many more are
eligible for listing. Owners of properties are eligible
to apply for preservation tax credits and loans.
Publicly-funded projects which might have an impact
on these properties are reviewed by the RI Historical
Preservation & Heritage Commission. Sarah Zurier
has
chosen
four

Orrell Mills, Inc., Glendale
Donated by the Glocester Heritage Society
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The Story of Shippee Bridge by Betty Mencucci
When the trolley came to town, the iron bridge in Harrisville was not strong enough to
carry the weight of the trolley cars. It was an old iron bridge that belonged to mill owner
William Tinkham. So in 1902, the present-day stone arch bridge was built. Mr. Tinkham
gave the the old iron bridge to the town to be used to cross the Clear River on Sherman Farm
Road.* It was removed and transported to its new location by Irving H. Sweet. The bridge
was located immediately downstream of the confluence of the Clear River and a major
tributary, the Nipmuc River. At that time Sherman Farm Road made a turn and crossed the
river about 100 feet upstream from where the present day Shippee Bridge is. Also, the bridge
was much lower - just above the height of the water. It was described as a late 19th century
single span lenticular truss.
The bridge became outdated and unsafe as more and more automobiles came into use. So
during the winter of 1933/1934, a new bridge was constructed utilizing salvaged trusses from
a bridge in Smithfield. This bridge in Smithfield was the Esmond - Georgiaville Bridge that
carried the Farnum Pike over the Woonasquatucket River whose trusses were fabricated by
the Boston Bridge Works in 1890. (Prior to the construction of the Esmond Bridge in 1890,
there had been a bad accident on the previous bridge in which the town made a settlement of
$3200 for damages including horses, carriages and harnesses). The 1890 Esmond bridge had
curving inclined approaches and as more and more cars came into use, it became increasingly
dangerous and was nicknamed
“suicide bridge” and was replaced
in 1933. Since the bridge material
was in excellent condition, it was
decided that it could be used on a
secondary road. This secondary
road selected was Sherman Farm
Road in Burrillville. The new
Shippee Bridge was constructed
about 100 feet downstream from
the old one, the approaches were
straightened to make it safer for
automobiles and the bridge was
built much higher above the water
Original lenticular truss bridge at Shippee Bridge site,
November 1933. Courtesy of R.I. Dept. of Transportation. level.
The Shippee Bridge is now
considered to be unsafe and is
scheduled for partial rehabilitation this fall. It is interesting that the trusses in this bridge are
118 years old. They have served at two locations and have outlived some newer, larger, more
costly bridges that have come to the end of their useful life in less than 50 years. It is an
example of a late 19th century
riveted wrought iron Pratt Truss
highway bridge. There are only
18 iron or steel public highway
trusses still left in Rhode Island
that are 50 years old or older
and the Shippee Bridge is one
of them.
Information obtained from the
Rhode
Island
Historic
Resources Archive on Shippee
Bridge (RIDOT Bridge No. 307).
*Miriam Spencer, descendant of
William Tinkham.

Construction of new bridge showing completed abutments
and trusses positioned on roadway.
Courtesy of R.I. Dept. of Transportation.
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