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Spring Lake Slideshow
Coming in May
Did you know that Spring Lake was once
called Herring Pond? Did you know that
the main beach now owned by the town was
once famous for its shore dinners? It also
had a hotel, a toboggan slide and a dance
hall. Did you
know that in
the
early
1900s people
used to travel
by trolley to
Glendale and then
jitneys would take
them to the lake?
Do you know
when the first
Regina Russell at Harrisville cottage was built

Herring Pond - early 1900s. The Hotel is on the right.

on the lake? Did you know that Herring Pond once had
an ice house? Come to see “Herring Pond - now Spring

Lake”

at the May meeting. The show will provide
photos and history on both ends of the lake. It will be
presented by Betty Mencucci and Mabel Hopkins.

end of Spring Lake - 1947

******************************

this theme, please let us know.
President’s Message We are seeking volunteers. If
****************************** you’ve never been involved in
The Society is planning a clam BHPS activities, now is a good
cake and chowder dinner as a time to start. We REALLY need
fundraiser this July. For more you!
We will be celebrating Earth
details, look on page 3. This
Day
again this year with a
is a great opportunity to invite
the public to the Bridgeton cemetery clean-up. This can be
School and show off some of very rewarding work. Please
our history. The theme is join us in helping our
“Summertime Fun.” If you community..
have any ideas that will add to
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Upcoming Meetings/Events
Mar. 24 - Annual meeting and
election of officers. Robert
Grandchamp will talk on his
recent Civil War project.
April 28 - Preserving and Caring
for Historic Cemeteries
presented by Don Burns of
Smithfield
May 26 - Spring Lake slideshow
presented by Betty Mencucci
and Mabel Hopkins.
June 23 - Meeting and potluck
supper at the Grace Note Farm.
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Past Meetings
The January meeting featured a slideshow of
photos from the collection of Ernie O’Leary in
Thompson, CT. Some of the photos included
scenes of the Harrisville Mill, North Main Street,
Pascoag and Buck Hill. A “Victorian Valentine”
slideshow was presented at the
February
meeting which included cards belonging to
Mabel Hopkins, Denice Mitchell and BH&PS.

One of the Victorian Valentines shown at
the February meeting.
Grants
Thanks to a State Legislative Grant, we have
been able to purchase archival boxes to store our
clothing collection. We are in the process of
transferring the collection to these boxes and
labeling and identifying each article of clothing.

March is Membership
Month
Please fill out the enclosed
form with your annual dues.
Single membership is $10.00
and family membership is
$15.00.
Other categories
are available; see enclosed
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Summertime Fun
Chowder and Clam Cakes Dinner
The Society is planning a Chowder and Clam Cakes
Dinner as a fundraiser this summer. Serio’s Pizza
will be doing the cooking. A tentative date is set for
Saturday, July 11, 2009 from 12-3 pm. We are
planning to hold the event under a large tent in front of
the Bridgeton School. Besides the chowder and clam
cakes, watermelon will be served and soda and bottled
water will be available for sale. We will have a small
“penny social” raffle with “summertime fun prizes.”
Exhibits and photos featuring Burrillville’s old-time
recreational places, like Camp Dixie and Spring Lake
will be on display. Tickets will be sold in advance.
We need 10 or more people to work at this event.
We will need volunteers to set up for the event, serve
food, sell beverages, cut up and serve watermelon, sell
raffle tickets, and at least two
people to stay inside the
school. We also need a few
people to help transport the
food from Serio’s to the
school. Please call 568-8449
if you would like to help. We
really need you! If we don’t
have sufficient help, we will be forced to cancel this
fundraiser.

Earth Day Cemetery Clean-Up - April 18
Celebrate Earth Day this spring by helping to clean
one of Burrillville’s many historic cemeteries. The
work involves cutting brush, raking, trimming and
removing trash. You must bring your own tools.
Because Earth Day falls on a Wednesday this year, the
clean-up will be scheduled on Saturday, April 18th
with a rain date of the 25th. If you would like to
volunteer or know of a cemetery that needs some
attention and would like to see it cleaned, please
contact one of the officers.

BH&PS Selling Old Photo Reproductions
The Society printed a collection of old photos and
postcards depicting scenes in Pascoag and
Harrisville and other Burrillville villages. They are
4” x 6” and cost $1.25 each.
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We are asking all members to save
Dino’s and IGA sales slips!
The

Donations
Charles Griffin, Zephyrhills, FL - 3 newspapers:
Providence Gazette - Sept 8, 1820, Rhode Island
American & Providence Gazette - October 12,
1827 and the Columbian Centinel - October 18,
1820. These newspapers were once owned by
Rev. Otis Thompson.

Society receives a percentage of the total.
Please ask friends and neighbors to collect
them as well. Please mail them or bring

Denice Mitchell - collection of old books

WANTED

Jackie Lee - School photo (unidentified)

Photos, news articles, information
about Spring Lake for May
slideshow. Please call Betty at
568-8449 if you have anything
to share. We are also interested
in old photos of recreation on the
Pascoag Reservoir and at Camp
Dixie for a display during the
Chowder and Clam Cakes Dinner.

Miriam Spencer - old newspaper clippings

JUNE POTLUCK GOES ON TOUR
Clear your calendar for this year's BH&PS Potluck
Supper on Tuesday, June 24th; it will be held at
Grace Note Farm, 969 Jackson Schoolhouse Road in
Pascoag.
Virginia Sindelar, owner of this historic property,
will be our host, and will make all the desserts, so
attendees should bring salads, casseroles and sidedishes. You may arrive between 5:30 and 6 PM, as
we will eat supper at 6 PM. After the meal, Virginia
will give us a narrated tour of the house and the farm
grounds before dark.
This property dates from about 1730, and was
originally the Benjamin Smith farm. Ms. Sindelar
has developed it into a cultural, historicaleducational facility. The house serves as an inn for
overnight guests, who are treated to Ms. Sindelar's
wonderful menu of traditional meals.
The facility is listed with the Blackstone Valley
Tourism Council, and includes a trail-riding center,
a petting zoo and pony rides, as well as a discovery
walk/treasure hunt. Virginia Sindelar also has
developed other new programs for young children,
and so welcomes guests of all ages.
This special evening promises to be a real treat-so bring your appetites, sweet tooth, and your
walking shoes, as we tour and enjoy this beautifully
restored, very historic gem!
Please call 568-8449 to register for this event as
seating is limited.

Preserving Historic Cemeteries
Come to the meeting on April 28 for a special
presentation by Don Burns on preserving historic
cemeteries. He is a founding member of the group
called “Friends of Smithfield Cemeteries.” The
group has been very active in caring for
Smithfield’s cemeteries by cleaning them,
repairing broken stones, putting up new signs, etc.
This should be a very informative session and will
aid us in caring for Burrillville’s historical
cemeteries.

Volunteers Needed
to clean the grounds of the Bridgeton School
this spring. The work involves raking and
bagging leaves. If you know anyone looking
to do community service work, please tell
them to call.
BH&PS welcomes the submission of articles,
photos, and news items for its quarterly
newsletter.
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Memorial Building - Main Street, Harrisville
by Betty Mencucci

The Jesse M. Smith Memorial Building once stood on the corner of East Avenue and
Main Street in Harrisville. This large, impressive building was 80 feet long, 40 feet
wide and three stories high. It was paid for with money left to the town by Mary E.
Smith, wife of Jesse M. Smith. The first floor contained stores, the second floor
served as a library and town offices, and the third floor was a hall with a seating
capacity of 340 people. It also had a stage and dressing rooms. Construction of this
large brick building
was completed in 1906.
In January of that year,
the heavy timbers for
the roof were framed
near the freight station
and brought over to the
building to be put into
position. By February
the carpenters were
finished, a tar and
gravel roof was put on,
and the staging was
taken down.
In May the building
was open to the public with an informal ball for the benefit of the library fund. Over
200 people attended. Later in May an entertainment was given for the benefit of the
San Francisco Earthquake Relief Fund.
Mr. J. B. Mowry, State Forestry
Commissioner gave a talk on previous earthquakes and 50 stereopticon views of San
Francisco before and after the
earthquake were shown on a large
screen with a powerful electric
stereopticon.
The scenes were
described by Miss Harriet A. Olney
of Harrisville who was in San
Francisco during the earthquake.
The corner store in the Memorial
Building was leased to Peter L.
Creighton. He sold fruit, ice cream
and confectionery items. Matthew
Walsh operated a variety store in the
Memorial Building. He had an immense variety of
useful articles for the home, including rugs and
carpets, and had a display of 5 cent and 10 cent items.
Gaucher Bros. ran a bowling alley in the basement
and also had pool tables. By late summer the town
clerk’s office was moved into the new headquarters
on the second floor. Specifications for the interior of
the vault were made by Town Clerk McCabe in
September.
The Jesse M. Smith Memorial Building was torn
down in 1933 and the Jesse M. Smith Memorial
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