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brought their own lawn chairs.  This special 

presentation was done by Betty Mencucci and Mabel 

Hopkins.  We are currently working on Part II of this 

slideshow which will focus on Flynn’s Beach and 

other parts of the lake.  If you know of anyone with 

photos of Flynn’s Beach or the concession stand, 

Once again BH&PS will be 

celebrating “Footsteps in 

History” at the Bridgeton 

School with our annual Open 

House. Plan to spend some 

time browsing through our 

historical collections and 

photos; or perhaps you may 

wish to come looking for 

bargains at our gigantic yard 

sale and book sale.  

We will also have a 

food sale and would appreciate 

any donations.  We are in need 

of plastic or paper grocery bags 

for the sale.  As always, we need 

volunteers to work at our fall 

events and  holiday raffle.  If 

every member could sell one 

book of tickets, it would really 

help. 

   It is sad to hear that the 

Calvary Episcopal Church is 

closing.  Fortunately, we were 
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Upcoming Meetings/Events 
Oct. 10 - Open House, Footsteps   
     in History Celebration, 9 - 4  
Oct. 27 - Meeting.  Story of Jim   
     Taylor, a roadhouse and a 
      murder  
Nov. 14 & 21 - Holiday Bazaar 
Dec. 1 - Holiday Party/Potluck  
       Supper - 6:00 p.m. 

Spring Lake Slideshow 

Draws Large Crowd at 
Pavilion 

 “Herring Pond - now Spring Lake” was 

presented to a full house at the Spring Lake 

Pavilion on Friday evening, July 17.  When all 

the chairs were taken, people either stood up or 

Betty Mencucci presents slideshow at Spring Lake Pavilion 

allowed to copy their photos and 

old documents to preserve their 

history.  The Society is interested 

in acquiring photos and history of 

any of our churches in town.     

Swimming at “Big Rock,” Flynn’s Beach 1969. 
Photo courtesy of Jeanne Egan  
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Summertime Fun 
Chowder and Clam Cakes Fundraiser 

 On Saturday, July 11 the Society held a 

Summertime Fun fundraiser.  This included a 

chowder and clam cakes dinner, raffle, and 

book sale, as well as historic slideshow and 

exhibits for public viewing.  The food was 

cooked by  

Serio’s Pizza and the tent, tables and chairs 

were donated by Affordable Tent Rental.  This 

was a wonderful and successful event due to the 

many volunteers who worked so hard that day. 

Fortunately we were lucky to have scheduled it 

Yard sale items and food for bake 

sale needed for Oct. 10th 

Please call 568-8449,  

769-8174 or 568-8872 

Russell Lacey standing at the  
fryolator cooking clam cakes while 

Jeannine Chauvin bags them. 

Melanie Chauvin and Kerry 
Hopkins selling tickets 

Shirley Richard, Jan Richard and 
Denice Mitchell are in uniform ready 

to begin work 

Sara Gaebe and Mickaela Lacey delivering 
food to our guests 

Ken Hopkins 
carrying the 

chowder from 
Serio’s  

Ashley Hopkins serving up 
“chowder to go” 

George Zifchock, master of 
the watermelon 

Kathy Hopkins serving 
chowder with a smile 
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Donations 

Jeanne Egan - let us scan numerous photos of 

Spring Lake. 

 

Shelly Tatro - Spring Lake photos. 

 

Peter Rawlings - Spring Lake photos. 

 

Ray Bacon - Spring Lake photo. 

 

Joe Hutnak - 1872 booklet titled “Report of the 

Commissioners of Internal Fisheries.” 

 

Kelly Maher - collection of old schoolbooks from 

the Mapleville School which belonged to her 

grandfather, William Maher. 

 

Ruth Lambert - let us scan photos and copy 

historical documents belonging to the Calvary  

Episcopal Church. 

 

 

 

We are asking all members to save 

Dino’s and IGA sales slips!   The 

Society receives a percentage of the total. 

Please ask friends and neighbors to collect 

them as well.  Please mail them or bring 

them to a meeting.  You can also drop them 

Come and celebrate    

Footsteps in History 
at the Bridgeton School  

Saturday, Oct. 10th from 9 - 4  
 

Open House, exhibits, history,  

photos and documents 

Continuous slideshow of old 

Spring Lake photos. 

 

Gigantic Yard Sale, Book Sale and 

Bake Sale under a large tent on 

the front lawn. 

 

Yard Sale rain date - Sun. Oct. 11 

Save Computer Ink Cartridges 
BH&PS is collecting empty ink cartridges from any 

model printer.  Each cartridge will be exchanged  for 

$3.00 worth of office supplies from Staples.   

Holiday Bazaar 
 

Sat. Nov 14  
and Sat. Nov. 21 

9 - 3 p.m. 
 

Crafts, Gift Items 
Food Sale,  

Penny Social, 
 Yard Sale Items, 

Thanksgiving Basket Raffle.  
 

Volunteers needed to set up 
and work at this event. 

 
Please donate food, canned 

goods, etc., to put in our 
Thanksgiving Basket Raffle.  
Bring items to the October 

meeting. 
 

Adopt a Cemetery 

We are still looking for volunteers to adopt or to help 

maintain our historical cemeteries. 



 

4 The Historian 
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President and  

Newsletter Editor 

Betty Mencucci 

1777 Victory Hwy 

Glendale, RI  02826 

(401) 568-8449 
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41 Merrimac Road 
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02896 

(401) 769-8174 

 

Secretary 
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725 Wallum Lake Rd. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-8872 

 

Treasurer 
Mabel Hopkins 

175 Cherry Farm Road 

Harrisville, RI 02830 

(401) 568-4548 

 

Directors 

 

Shirley Richard 

611 South Main St. 

Pascoag, RI 02859 

(401) 568-6295 

 

 

John Shaw 
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Herring Pond  (before 1900) by Betty Mencucci - Part I 

   The crystal clear waters of Herring Pond have provided a wonderful recreation 

destination for boaters, bathers, campers and fishermen.  Later, the name would 

change to Spring Lake, but before 1900 it was called Herring Pond.  No rivers run 

into this lake; it is entirely spring-fed.  The south end of the lake is in Harrisville and 

the north part is in Glendale.  It is about 1 mile long by 1/4 mile wide and is reported 

to be about 29 feet at its deepest point.  Around 1700, a Mr. Mathewson constructed 

a dam at the outlet, where he operated a sawmill. 

   In 1856 Horace Keech wrote, “Many years ago, before the factory dams were 

built, certain kinds of fish came up our streams in the spring to deposit their spawn 

in our ponds, and in the fall the new stock would descend to the sea.  Alewives and 

herring were among the varieties, and one of our ponds still bears the name of 

Herring Pond.” 

   In the mid 1800s a man named Samuel Mosely purchased parcels of land around 

Herring Pond and owned much of the Main Beach.  At that time it was referred to as 

Sandy Beach.  Samuel Mosely was born in England in 1822 and married a woman 

named Rachel.  Both Samuel and Rachel are buried at Cemetery #83 adjacent to the 

parking lot.  We know very little about the beach at that time except that there was 

music, dancing, clam dinners, beer and fun.  They had competitive shooting where 

contestants would try to shoot the ashes off of a cigar in a man’s mouth at 20 paces.  

They also held endurance swimming contests.  Between the drinking and the 

shooting, they had ‘a pretty high old time’ over at Herring Pond and this was on a 

Sunday!  

   In 1880 the beach was under the management of James H. Greenhalgh and J. 

Sykes.  They wanted to  make it a first-class summer resort, conducted on the same 

principle as the popular river and shore resorts.  No beer or liquors were allowed on 

the grounds on the Sabbath.  There would be a clam bake and social hop on Saturday 

evenings and a shore dinner on Sunday. In 1880 James H., Fred, and John 

Greenhalgh launched four boats on Herring Pond which were built in Providence.  

The event was celebrated with a fish fry, and the boats were used for fishing. 

   The western end of the Main Beach was owned by Arnold Comstock.  There was a 

beautiful area of pine trees known as Comstock’s Grove.  In 1886, 225 people 

enjoyed a Rhode Island clambake with boating, bathing, cheerful conversation and 

dancing.  An ad proclaimed that the clams were fresh from Narragansett Bay. 

   In 1886 a newspaper wrote, “Beautiful Herring Pond - there is no fairer spot in 

Rhode Island - is being visited daily by picnic parties and fishermen.  A number also 

are encamped there.  At the north end is the most perfect beach that the waters of an 

inland lake ever touched and here are two lovely picnic grounds.”   

  In 1894 Silas Harding acquired the beach and all the land previously owned by 

Samuel Mosely; this happened because Silas Harding was the stepson of Sam 

Mosely.  When Sam’s first wife died, he married Martha Harding who already had a 

son named Silas.  In their agreement, Samuel Mosely retained the right to use and 

occupy the dwelling house for himself and his wife Martha during their natural life.  

Silas agreed to furnish food, clothing, fuel and proper nursing in case of sickness 

and to give them a decent burial.  Under Silas Harding’s management, the beach had 

many improvements including a new dance hall, pavilion, merry-go-round, shooting 

gallery, sleeping rooms, bath houses, bathing suits and boats.  He advertised 1500 

feet of a perfect beach, the finest bathing beach in the world.  Pop, beer, soda, 

confectionery, cigars and canned goods would be sold.  He also had horsekeeping, 

tables, and camping grounds for sale or to let. 


