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The Entire Second Grade visits the
Bridgeton School
On December 10 and 11 the entire second grade from
Burrillville visited the Bridgeton School for an educational experience. The first bus arrived at 9:00 A.M.
As the children left the bus, they were greeted by the
sound of the bell ringing in the bell tower. They were
divided into two groups and each group spent about

Bus drops off students from Steere Farm Elementary

Kate Lambert shows the second graders some
Burrillville artifacts
******************************

President’s Message

We had successful fundraisers
this fall with the Halloween Bazaar in October and the Holiday
Bazaar in November.
RI Public Radio aired “One
Square Mile,” a series of stories
about the town of Burrillville.
Some of the topics covered
were: Burrillville Hockey, the
Western Hotel, Addieville East
Farm, Spring Lake, Zambarano,
the proposed power plant con-

35 minutes in each classroom. The research room was set up
as a classroom with many artifacts displayed. BH&PS member and former teacher, Kate Lambert, held up each artifact
and the children were asked to guess what it was. In the
meeting room Betty Mencucci showed “then” and “now”
photos of places in Burrillville. Following their experience in
the classrooms, Kate Lambert joined them on the bus where
they toured different sections of town for some lessons in local
history. At 12:30 another bus arrived and the process was
repeated… and the next day we did it twice more!

troversy and many others. I was
asked to do a walking tour of Harrisville. Please visit www.ripr.org
to listen to these stories. The
walking tour can be downloaded to
your smart phone and you can play
it while you walk among the
historic sites.
On November 30th I was appointed to serve on the State of
Rhode Island Advisory Commission on Historical Cemeteries to
fill the vacancy created when
Henry Duquette resigned. If you
have any cemetery concerns in
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Providence County, please
bring those concerns to my attention. Happy Holidays!
Betty Mencucci
Meetings
Tues., Jan. 26 – Meeting 7:00
p.m.

Tues., Feb. 23 – Meeting 7:00
p.m.
Tues., March 22 – Meeting.
Election of officers. 7:00 p.m.
The Life and Travels of Hiram
S. Salisbury, 1815 - 1843.

The Historian
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Howland Cemetery

Cemetery Conservation Report

The Howland Cemetery located off Wallum Lake
Road behind the old Singleton house was cleaned
by the Cemetery Committee on November 22.
Shortly afterward, three Howland descendants
from New York and Massachusetts contacted us
to visit this cemetery. Since there is no path to
the cemetery, they needed a guide. On December
6th, Betty and Carlo Mencucci led them to this
ancient burying ground. All of the burials are
unmarked fieldstones which date back to the
1700s. It was an unusually warm December day
which made for a pleasant walk in the woods.

Gravestone conservation work has been completed
in Cemetery #2, the Brown-Millard Lot off East
Wallum Lake Road. We were unable to repair the
marble headstone of Smith S. Stanfield. It was broken in three pieces and the marble is crumbling. A
woodchuck had made his residence amongst some
of the grave markers, throwing out large amounts of
gravel to build his home.

Cemetery #2, Brown-Millard Lot

Howland family descendants
Mark A. Davis, Adam Davis, Arlene Davis

‘Tis the season to clean a cemetery.
Five members of the Cemetery Committee took
advantage of a warm December day to clean
Cemetery #114, the Aaron Smith Lot off
Broncos Highway. Committee member Richard
Nolan is dressed for the season and stands with
his rake and cutters admiring the group’s work.

While visiting the cemetery in Glocester at the
Harmony Chapel we noticed that the gravestone of
Chico Jolly was loose and was twisted on its base
(probably from being struck with a lawn mower).
Since this burial is part of a Burrillville family in the
Tinkham Lot, we decided to clean the stone and secure it to its base. This is a very unique burial. The
stone is inscribed with the following: Col. Chico
Jolly. Born Chiapas Mexico. 1951-1957.
Colonel Chico was a monkey!
The warm weather allowed us to start conservation work in Cemetery #6, the Paine Lot on Hill
Road. The cemetery is on a hill and most of the
stones were leaning downhill at a severe angle.
We also cleaned Cemetery #44 located between
Liston Lane and Spring Lake.
We would like to extend a big thank you to the
O’Keefe Brothers in Uxbridge who donated loam so
that we could plant “no mow” grass seed in the
Keach Cemetery. Some of the loam will be used to
cover the gravel area in Cemetery #2 created by the
woodchuck.
The Cemetery Committee meets on the first
Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
Please consider adopting a
cemetery or join us at a cleanup.
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Update on the Herring Pond Hotel
The old Herring Pond Hotel was demolished in
December. Before demolition, the town salvaged
some of the historic siding and a piece of the
staircase. This wood will be used in the new
building when we create a small museum room.
The town has given us all the old Spring Lake
locker baskets. These numbered baskets were
used as a place to put your clothes while you went
swimming. We have over 100 of these baskets
and have been selling them as a fundraiser. The
cost is $3.00 each. They have been selling fast.

Donations
Ronald Soderlund – let us scan 7 BHS class reunion photos from the class of 1956.
Frank Hopkins – let us scan his class of 1970 45th
reunion photo.
Thompson Historical Society – Tax books (1845,
1858, 1859, 1862, 1864, 1870, 1871, 1876, 1877).
School Committee Books– 1860-1863, 1885,
1897. Two town treasurer books.
Nancy Greene – 3 bottles from Nasonville Bottling
Works.

Spring Lake
Basket

Logan Wilson – several Odd Fellows books and
award ribbons.

If you would
like to purchase
one,, please call
or email.

Pat Mehrtens – 3 spiral-bound books titled:
(1) Thompson, CT Headstones and Inscriptions–
Hale Collection; (2) Taft Family History 1874;
(3) Putnam Cemeteries– Hale Collection, Pomfret
Headstones, Pomfret Early Marriages prior to
1800.

Alliance of Rhode Island Historical
Associations
The Alliance is planning a fundraiser this winter –
a bowling tournament. It will be held on Sunday,
January 24th at 2:00 p.m. at Town Hall Lanes, Atwood Avenue in Johnston. Friends and family are
welcome. The cost is $15.00 per person and includes shoes and refreshments with karaoke to follow. There are 5 people on a team. BH&PS will
be fielding a team. If you would like to be on a
team, please call 568-8449.

Shirley Greene’s family - cloth from the White
Mill, two bobbins, box of old newspapers, and
about a dozen old photos.

BH&PS seeks volunteer to serve as director
If you would like to become more involved in the
planning and decision-making of the Society,
consider volunteering to serve as a director. This
can be a very rewarding experience! Call 568-8449.

Carlo Mencucci plays the part of Amos Darling and
Denice Mitchell plays the part of his wife Rebecca
in the Halloween skit titled “Stabbed with a Hayfork
in a Glendale Cemetery” during the Halloween
Bazaar.

BH&PS earns money from DINO’S and IGA
slips. BH&PS receives a percentage of the total.
Drop them off at the Jesse M. Smith Library, mail
them or bring them to a meeting. Proceeds are used
to preserve our archives! We also save used ink
cartridges and redeem them at Staples for office
supplies.
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The Keach Family by Betty Mencucci (Part 2)
Colonel Eddy Keach was born on February 21, 1800 when Burrillville was still part of
Glocester. He first married Celia Smith and when she passed away, he married her sister Emily A. Smith. Colonel Eddy Keach was a man of much distinction in this town.
He attended the Free Will Baptist Church and was a farmer. During his long life he
held the following positions: school teacher, quartermaster, adjutant, major, colonel,
postmaster, merchant, moderator, notary public, auctioneer, justice of the peace, school
committee member, president of the council, assessor of taxes, jury foreman, delegate
to form constitution, and served on a committee to bound highway districts in the town.
He often served as an administrator, referee and appraiser. In 1847 he entered into an
agreement with his neighbors, Welcome Mathewson, Erastus Mathewson and David
Mathewson. They all owned land adjacent to the Clear River, and a dam was built
along with a trench to divert water from the river. Eddy agreed to maintain a fence so
that the cattle could not cross the river. In 1848 he met with town officials to survey a
road from Mapleville to the Glocester/Burrillville line. The new road began at the
Friends Meeting House in Mapleville on the south side of the existing road. It ended 1
mile and 120 rods away at the Glocester line. (I believe this is the road through Gazza). In 1844 it was discovered that the line separating Burrillville from Glocester was
incorrect and Eddy Keach said it should be examined. They found that Glocester contained 1049 acres too many. A new line was laid and the acreage was added to the
town of Burrillville. Mr. Keach died in 1881 at the age of 81.
In 1853 Colonel Eddy Keach sold 15 acres which was a piece of his farm to his son
Clovis Keach for $500. Clovis was born in 1825 in Burrillville and married Nancy
Hicks and had two children: Albert L., born in 1847 and Alfred S., born in 1850.
In 1870 Clovis obtained a patent for his method of road bed construction. His technique was to divide the road lengthwise into sections and
crosswise into sections, filling these sections with various
sizes of crushed stone.
In 1875 Clovis hired A. E. Cooper, Esq. to construct a
tower on his farm for a windmill. The tower was made of
four 52’ hemlock corner posts 12” square at the bottom and
8” at the top. They were 13 feet apart at the base and 3 feet
apart at the top. The top of the tower was bolted together
with oak timbers and a one hundred pound cast iron bed
plate was positioned at the top to hold the mill which
weighed more than 5000 pounds. The windmill was manufactured in Batavia, Illinois by the U. S.
Wind Engine Company. The windmill
replaced a steam engine and was used to
produce power to grind grain. At the end
of the year, Clovis was advertising,
“WINDMILL MEAL. I am now ready to
Clovis Keach
grind grain for feeding purposes.” Clovis
died in 1903.
Another son of Colonel Eddy Keach, Horace Keach, practiced law
in Harrsiville, with his office located at the corner of Main and Chapel Clovis Keach’s
Streets. He was also a writer. When Burrillville held its semimethod of road
construction
centennial celebration in 1856, Horace wrote a history of the town titled, “Burrillville As it Was and As It Is.”
Horace died of consumption on February 18, 1862 at the age of 34.
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