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The Life and Travels of
Hiram Salisbury
Come to the meeting on March 22nd for an exciting slideshow presentation on the Life and
Travels of Hiram Salisbury. It is based on
Hiram’s journal which was written from 18151844. Shortly after the War of 1812 he traveled
from Burrillville to western New York to visit
his father, relatives and some War of 1812 military sites. Imagine setting out on a journey as
winter is approaching with a horse and wagon,
traveling about 30 miles a day! Later, when the
Erie Canal was being built, he traveled through
New York by boat on the canal.
Hiram was a man of many skills: he was a carpenter and built furniture, wagons, coffins,
sawed out gunstocks and built a schoolhouse.
He plowed with oxen, hunted wild bees, collected taxes for the town, worked at surveying and
set gravestones for family members. This fascinating program will be of interest to genealo******************************

President’s Message

******************************

I hope you enjoy the story on
page 4 written by Robert
Rufsvold, a member who lives
in New Hampshire. He writes
about his Brown family ancestry and his connection to Cemetery #2 on East Wallum Lake
Road. When he discovered his
ancestor’s gravestones in this
cemetery, it was overgrown
with most of the stones leaning
severely or fallen over. We

gists, War of 1812 enthusiasts and those interested in
U.S. history. Come and learn what life was like in
the early 1800s and gain an appreciation of the hard
labor endured by our ancestors. This program will
be presented by Betty Mencucci, President.

July 3, 1817. I sawed out 2 gun stocks for Welcome Mathewson and go to Herring Pond Mill.

July 16, 1826. We run out a line of bees up the
Clear River for Stephen Cooke.
Sept 1, 1833. I go to Monkey Town and sell some
peaches.

March Is Membership Month
It’s time to renew your annual membership. An
individual membership is only $10.00, and a
family membership is $15.00.

spent two years eradicating the
poison ivy in this cemetery and
then our Gravestone Conservation
Team spent a summer’s worth of
work resetting and repairing the
stones. Today this cemetery is
something we can truly be proud
of.
Thinking ahead to summer, we
plan to hold a “Farm Days” event
to celebrate all the old farms in
town and to display the farm
equipment that has been donated.
There will be no April meeting
as it conflicts with the BH&PS
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sponsored trip to Ireland.

Don’t forget that March is
membership month.
Please
send in your dues today.
Betty Mencucci
Meetings
Tues., March 22 – Meeting.
Election of officers. 7:00 p.m.
The Life and Travels of Hiram
H. Salisbury 1815 - 1844.
No April meeting.
Tues., May 24 – Meeting 7:00
p.m. Loving your Ancestors by
Harvey Greenhalgh.

Tercentenary Road Marker
In 1936 to celebrate Rhode Island’s 300th birthday, 120 Tercentenary road markers were
erected along the roadsides where
town lines meet on main traveled
highways. Near the top of each
marker was an aluminum casting
of the town’s coat of arms. Below the coat of arms was an aluminum tablet inscribed with historical data about the town. Now
today, 80 years later, many of
these markers are in disrepair
with the tablets and coat of arms
falling off the concrete markers.
The marker at the Burrillville/
Glocester line on Route 98
(Steere Farm Road) is in sad condition and the coat of arms has
fallen off. Because of the condition of the concrete markers, RIDOT does not want to repair the
markers and has donated this coat
of arms to BH&PS. The photo
below shows the marker as it
looks today. The tablet says:
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Above: 1913 photo of Oak Valley Bridge on Route 7 looking north
toward the Western Hotel. Below is a 1919 photo of the bridge being repaired looking south toward North Smithfield. Scanned from
RIDOT collection.

BURRILLVILLE
INCORPORATED
1806
NAMED FOR
SENATOR
JAMES
BURRILL

Update on the Herring Pond Hotel
The new building is currently under construction.
We are looking for ideas to create the Spring
Lake Museum Room inside this new building.
We still have Spring Lake baskets for sale; they
are $3.00 each.

Wanted
Photos of Burrillville’s old farms,
farmhouses and farm animals.
This coat of arms for Burrillville was
once mounted on the Tercentenary
marker at the Burrillville-Glocester line. Tercentenary marker

We are also seeking WWI photos of
Burrillville soldiers.
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Cemetery Report

Donations

In December Cemetery #48 near Lapham Farm
Road was cleaned by a community service volunteer.

Harvey Greenhalgh – The Life and Times of
Asenath and Jenckes Mowry – Late Farmers of
the Village of Pascoag and the Town of Burrillville, RI 1861-1957. This history was written by
Harvey.

February Snow Storm
On February 5th heavy wet snow blanketed the
town causing extraordinary tree damage with numerous power outages. The pine trees were especially hard hit with many large limbs stripped off
the trees. Cemetery #54 in Glendale suffered a lot
of tree damage with limbs falling on top of and
among the gravestones and monuments, but lucki-

Jesse M. Smith Library – Newspaper clippings
from 1988, 1989 and 1990.
Pat Mehrtens – 18 poster-sized collages of Burrillville villages.
RIDOT - Tercentenary road marker made of aluminum. It fell off a decaying concrete road marker
on Route 98 at the Glocester/Burrillville line.
They let us scan a collection of historic bridge
photos taken at Oakland, Nasonville, Oak Valley,
Glendale, Leland Brook Bridge and Laurel Ridge.
RI Cemetery Commission – copies of cemetery
readings done in the 1950s by Elsie Williams.
After her death, the originals were given to the
Roger Williams Family Association which gave
copies to the RI Cemetery Commission.

ly the stones and fence were undamaged. Cleaning the site required a lot of physical labor. We
are asking members to check graveyards in their
area and report any trees down and/or gravestone
damage to the Cemetery Committee.

Glocester Heritage Society– Large assortment of
newspaper clippings and part of an 1840s account
book.

May Meeting - “Loving Your Ancestors”
The May 24 meeting will feature a presentation by Harvey Greenhalgh, former owner of the historic 1750 Abner
Bartlet house in Mt. Pleasant. His talk titled “Loving
Your Ancestors” will feature Abner Bartlet and Abigail
(Arnold) Bartlet, 1736-1806, Jenckes Mowry and Asenath
(Mathewson) Mowry, farm owners in Pascoag from 1885
through 1957. James Greenhalgh, Sr. and Jane (Orrell)
Greenhalgh immigrated to Blackstone, MA in 1840 and
then lived in Pascoag for a time. James patented the first
open shed power loom in the United States and obtained
other patents. James Greenhalgh, Jr. and Ellen (Lynch)
Greenhalgh lived in Pascoag, Harrisville and Mohegan,
1852 to 1885.
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Cemetery Awareness/Restoration Day
The State Legislature has declared April 16th to
be Historical Cemetery Awareness/Restoration
Day. To celebrate this, we will be holding an
event on Saturday, April 9th at the Howard Avenue Cemetery #12 in Pascoag from 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. People are invited to come to learn
about the gravestone conservation work in this
cemetery, our Adopt-A-Cemetery program, information on cleaning gravestones, types of
gravestones, stone types and cemetery etiquette.
Cemetery tours will be given with fascinating
stories of some of the people buried there. Refreshments will be served. Please join us on this
special day. The rain date will be Sunday, April
17th.
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Of Brown Blood and Grit: Tracing my early roots to Burrillville – Part I
by Bob Rufsvold (Brown family descendant)
I let the phone ring several times. I knew that my mom would be back in her room in
the nursing home by this time, though breakfast often took longer than expected. But,
being totally blind, and dealing with the results of a broken hip six months before, I
knew it would take her a little longer to find and reach the phone. I was in no hurry,
and I had some exciting news for her.
Since my father's death six years before, I had picked up where he left off in his
search for our family's roots. He had had great success in tracing our Norwegian ancestors back to Norway, 6 to 8 generations removed. But he and my mom had had less
success in tracing her paternal Brown family roots back to their early American origins
in Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. My mom knew that her 2nd greatgrandfather, Mowry Brown, had been born and raised in Burrillville, Rhode Island, and
had traveled to Rockford, Illinois, in 1838, becoming an early settler there, and where
he begat a long and well-documented line of Brown descendants.
Through their research they had also learned the name of my mother's third greatgrandmother, Mowry’s mother, Elcy Mowry Brown, from Smithfield, Rhode Island,
who married Joseph Brown in 1812. They had also learned the names of several of
Mowry Brown's siblings, but other than that, their life in Burrillville and information
about any earlier Brown ancestors in Rhode Island were a complete mystery.
The phone rang several more times until I finally heard a click, and then some fumbling while my mom got the phone adjusted.
"Hello."
"Hi Mom! You'll never guess where I am!"
"No, you’re probably right. Where are you, son?"
"I've found her, Mom!"
"Okay.… You found who?"
At this point I could tell that she wanted to be surprised,
but she was also tiring of my guessing games.
"I found Elcy Brown, Mom, your third greatgrandmother. I'm near the little village of Pascoag in Burrillville and I'm standing next to Elcy’s headstone in the old
Brown family cemetery."
"Oh, my!"
I could hear the tremor in my mom's voice and knew that
Elcy Brown’s headstone
the tears were not very far away. Standing there in the Bur- when discovered by the author
rillville Historical Cemetery # 2 (Brown-Millard Lot), I described the surroundings, Elcy’s headstone, and read to her
the inscription on the stone:
Why do we mourn departing friends,
Or shake at death’s alarms,
Tis but the voice that Jesus sends,
To call them to his arms.
It was a beautiful day in July 2012, and tracking down our Brown family roots and
finding the old family farm and burial ground in Burrillville had been quite an odyssey.
Three genealogical field trips to Rhode Island had included research at the Rhode Island Historical Society Library in Providence, and a most productive visit to the small
local library in Pascoag. It was in the Pascoag Public Library that I first learned of the
approximate location of the old Brown cemetery, and a listing of the known burials in
that lot, including, to my delight, Elcy Brown. But my first attempt to locate the cemetery was unsuccessful as I traipsed through the woods off Wallum Lake Road, rather
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than East Wallum Lake Road. After two hours I was covered with ticks, but had found no cemetery. So, before my next visit to Burrillville, I used Google Earth to do a virtual flyover of the entire area where the old
cemetery might be located. Fortunately, the satellite images I viewed were taken in the fall and the trees
were devoid of leaves. It only took a few minutes before I was able to see the remains of an old stonewall,
and an approximate 50 ft. square enclosure containing what appeared to be the shadows of several headstones. I marked the nearest house address as my target on my next visit to Pascoag.
When I arrived in Pascoag that next July, I went directly to my target address and presumed location of the
Burrillville Historical Cemetery #2. The door was quickly answered when I knocked and, though she appeared to be in a hurry, the owner, Christine, listened patiently as I explained who I was, why I was looking
for old relatives. Might there be an old family cemetery nearby? A pleasant smile appeared as she acknowledged, “Why, yes, there’s an old cemetery right out back! In all the years that I’ve lived here, you’re the first
person to ever come looking.”
Christine walked me out to the woodline only 50 meters or so behind the house. Just beyond – a stonewalled enclosure, a gate, a few visible headstones amidst the thick brush, and a sign that confirmed my
search was over….
RHODE ISLAND
HISTORICAL
CEMETERY
TOWN OF
BURRILLVILLE
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It was a joy when that search was successful. My only regret was that my mom couldn't make the trip with
me. We had spent many hours together in her nursing home room as we learned about our early Brown ancestors whom I was able to trace back to the first Brown who arrived from England, Rev. Chad Browne, in
1638. A number of those Brown ancestors had pursued careers as merchantmen and seafarers, including the
pursuit of the slave trade. But in the 1700s our branch of the Brown family had traveled a few miles west
from Providence to settle into a farming life in Glocester.
Farming the hard, rocky soil of Rhode Island was undoubtedly a hard life. Elcy Brown died very young in
1826 and all of Mowry’s siblings predeceased their father, Joseph. We don't know what prompted Mowry to
head for Illinois except the stories of rich farmlands and opportunities. His descendants have retold Mowry’s
journey to Illinois over the years. [Mowry Brown’s bio adapted from The History of Winnebago County,
Illinois, H.F. Kett, Chicago. 1877].
Mowry Brown was typical of the New Englanders who moved into northern Illinois during the
1830s. His father, Joseph, a native of Rhode Island, was farming in the hilly country of Burrillville
Township, near Harrisville, in the extreme northwestern part of the state
when Mowry was born. Joseph continued to live and farm in Burrillville until
late in his life when he went to live with Mowry in Rockford, Illinois. Mowry’s mother, Elcy Mowry, from Smithfield Rhode Island, died in Burrillville
in 1826, when Mowry was only 12 years old.
As a youth, Mowry learned both carpentry and farming. In 1834-35 Mowry
left Providence County to join the flood of eastern youth bound for Illinois.
He set himself up as a carpenter in the boomtown of Alton, where he soon
made the acquaintance of Lucy A. Pease. Lucy was a year younger than
Mowry and, like he, descended from a line of New England farmers. Her father, Ebenezer, like Mowry Brown, had heard stories of opportunity in Illinois. He herded his wife and seven children onto an Erie Canal boat and began the long journey westward. They traveled by way of the canal, the Great
5
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Lakes, and the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and settled briefly in Alton before moving on to Jersey
County, Illinois. During their stay in Alton, Mowry began paying court to Lucy, and the couple
was married on February 26, 1837.
When Mowry and Lucy Brown reached Rockford, a scant nine years had passed since the first Europeans had settled in what was to become Winnebago County. On the west bank of the river there
were only eighteen houses, and on the east bank scarcely more, but the new county seat was growing rapidly and there was work for a skilled housebuilder.
Once established in trade, Brown bought an acre of land in town
and built a small frame house for himself. In 1840 he bought a
hundred and sixty acres of government land in what would become Owen Township. Brown earned some income from agriculture, but continued for many years to supplement his earnings by
building homes and doing other carpentry work. Markets were
scarce and he was frequently forced to load his products into an
oxcart and make the long journey over muddy roads to Chicago
in order to find a buyer.
The 1850 census taker found the Brown family in improved circumstances. Mowry's real estate was valued at $1600, not yet
gentry, but more value in land than most of his neighbors. In the
following years Mowry Brown prospered. His sons went on to become prominent Winnebago
County citizens. Mowry gradually gave up carpentry work to be a full time farmer. He became a
member of the Old Settlers Association, a Justice of the Peace, and in 1870 entered briefly into a
partnership with his son, Charles, to make bricks from clay found along Brown’s Creek along the
north part of his farm. The 1870 census showed the 56 year-old Mowry Brown with $15,650
worth of real estate and $3,120 worth of personal property. Living with him, in addition to Lucy,
were three sons and his father, 81 year-old Joseph, who had come out from
Rhode Island to spend his twilight years with his son and grandchildren. By
1877, Mowry had 240 acres of land and was listed in the county history
published that year as “a Republican, a religious liberal and a free thinker.”
Mowry Brown’s house in Illinois

Joseph Brown died at his son, Mowry’s home in September 1871 at the ripe
old age of 83. Mowry Brown died in June of 1879.
Much remains to be learned about the history of our ancestral Browns and
other kin, but there was a deep
satisfaction in making this connection to the Browns of Glocester and Burrillville and a sense of
coming “home” to discover and
visit the old family homestead Joseph Brown’s headstone in
and final resting place of several Illinois
Brown ancestors.
(To be continued)

Brown Cemetery #2 – East Wallum Lake Road,
October 2015 after conservation work

BH&PS’ Gravestone Conservation Team has reset all
stones in this cemetery and has repaired broken stones.

