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Assembly Theater packed for
showing of Levy Film
The world premiere of “The Amazing
Life and Times of Austin T. Levy” by
Ken Proudfoot took place on Saturday,
October 1st at the Assembly Theater in
Harrisville. The film was presented to a
packed audience with all 354 tickets
being sold. Just prior to the premiere, a
special VIP reception catered by the
Waterfall Café was held in the Universalist Church where everyone involved
in the film could meet and talk about
their experience. There was also a tent
outside the Assembly with refreshments
by the Waterfall Café. The film was
shown again the following afternoon
with a good attendance. All this was
made possible by the Levy Foundation.
It seems that “all of Burrillville” showed
up to see the premiere. It was a great
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President’s Message
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The January and February
meetings will feature a discussion of upcoming projects and
a look at items from the Society’s archives. We will have
some old documents, books
and records to browse through.
Our Halloween Bazaar and
Holiday Bazaar were successful again this year. We also
earned $2,400 from Levy
movie ticket sales in October.

occasion for the town of Burrillville and its citizens. The
film provided a great history of the man who did so much
for the people of this town. The legacy of Mr. Levy is
evident by the many buildings he donated for the public
good. The film was very well received by everyone. The
Society thanks Ken Proudfoot for his hard work in researching and creating this film. DVDs are available at the
Historical Society for $10.00 each.

The Bridgeton School needs
painting. We are obtaining estimates and will seek grant opportunities once we know the cost.
We had good attendance at the
December Meeting - Potluck Holiday Party. After the meeting,
I presented a slideshow on the
BH&PS-sponsored trip to Ireland
so that members could see the
many beautiful natural and historical sites we experienced.
If you have any ideas about projects, preservation or fundraising,
let us know.
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Events
Tues., Jan. 24 – Meeting at 7:00
p.m.
Tues., Feb. 28 – Meeting at 7:00
p.m.
Tues., March 28 – Meeting 7:00
p.m.
Presentation by Chris
Dale on stone wall construction.
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Viola d’amore
In the June newsletter it was stated that a
violin (broken) once owned by Austin T.
Levy was donated to the Society by
Paula (Paquette) Presbrey. In November
the instrument was examined by an expert and we learned that it is not a violin—it is a viola d’amore. This expert
agreed to repair the instrument. There
will be more information on this repair
and a possible concert with this instrument in the next issue.
Entire Second Grade Class
Visits the Bridgeton School
On November 2 and 3 the entire second
grade class visited the Bridgeton School.
There were four groups in the morning and
four more groups in the afternoon each day.
The students spent half the time with Kate
Lambert viewing historic artifacts and the
other half with Betty Mencucci viewing old
and current photos of places in town. At the
end of each session, Kate Lambert took the
children on a bus tour to see some of historic
buildings they had discussed. This was a
wonderful learning experience for the children and the second year we have done this.
Many thanks to the volunteers who made this
experience possible.

Kate Lambert showing the students the
fountain at the Bridgeton School.

Why is one man different from another?
It isn’t because he is taller or stronger.
It isn’t even because he is smarter.
The main difference in men is the
difference in the things they believe in;
the things they stand for.
Austin T. Levy
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Society Helps to Preserve Historic Landmark
The Society spearheaded a chicken dinner fundraiser at Addieville East Farm in September in its efforts to preserve the
First Universalist Church in Harrisville. Over 125 people attended and
we were able to raise more than
$4000 that evening. The building
was used by many people throughout
the year: it was used as a speaking
venue for the Clean Energy Rally; a
meeting place to “Learn the Facts”
about the proposed power plant; special VIP reception for the premiere
of the Levy film; a special showing
of “The Amazing Life and Times of
Austin T. Levy” in November; and just recently, a beautiful
Christmas candlelight service. We have started to create
some museum exhibits about Austin T. Levy, including information about the life of Mr. and Mrs. Levy, s life-sized
image of Mr. Levy,
a complete set of
the Stillwater News
and 6 inspirational
quotes from Mr.
Levy hang along
the walls. In the
spring, two interpretative signs will
be erected in Harrisville funded by a
Levy film VIP reception at the
Rhode Island FounFirst Universalist Church on October 1.
dation Centennial
Grant. We plan to hold an event with historical information
and walking tours. The church will be used as the host site
with historical exhibits. If you have other ideas about the
church’s preservation, please contact us to get involved and
give us your ideas. You may also send contributions to this
fund: BHPS, PO Box 93, Pascoag, RI 02859.
Photo taken at
the Wallum
Lake train
station.
Courtesy of
Judy Hansen.
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Cemetery Report

Donations

The following cemeteries were cleaned by community service workers: #32 in Mohegan off Rt.
7, #88 on Brook Road and #118 (the Sayles Cook
lot behind CVS) in Pascoag, #31 on Ironmine
Road and the Joseph Clark lot at Riverside. The
Girl Scouts adopted the Sardious Steere lot in the
Riverside Cemetery and cleaned it.
On Oct 29th the Cemetery Committee held a major cleanup of Cemetery #92, the Moses Taft lot
located off Whipple Road in Pascoag. The cemetery was heavily overgrown with brush and briars
and it took 10 volunteers three hours to clear all
the brush. Besides that, we had to walk 1/4 mile
to get to the site. The committee also cleaned
Cemetery #46 behind Ideal Pizza in Mapleville.

Raymond Dupre - let us copy a booklet titled
“Phase II Archeological Investigations –
Burrillville Interceptor Sewer Project.”
Lucille Brown– let us scan a photo of a group of
tennis players at the Levy tennis courts.
Jeremy Moore – an old horseshoe found in the
Black Hut area.
Therese Palumbo – photos of buildings in Pascoag.

George Zifchock – collection of newer photos of
historical buildings in town.

The Gravestone of Bathsheba Sherman
Vandalized
The gravestone of Bathsheba Sherman at the Riverside
Cemetery was knocked over during the last week of September by vandals.
The police were
notified and the
stone was moved
off site for conservation work.
A
sign has been posted at the site informing the public
of the vandalism along with a plea for help. So far we
have received $150.00 in contributions. The stone will be
repaired and reset at the site in the spring.

Before and after photos of Cemetery #92. Left
to right: Brad Provencal, Jeremy Moore and
Steve Moore cutting log with chain saw. The
same dead tree is in both photos.

Gravestone Conservation Report
Gravestone
conservation
work has been
completed in
Cemetery #49,
the Ross Lot
on Ross Road,
Pascoag. Due
to the warm
weather in November
we
were able to
reset the 3 Carlo Mencucci, reassembling the William
B. Esten monument in Cemetery #30.
gravestones in
the Humes Lot in the Riverside Cemetery. We also began
work in Cemetery #30, the Esten Lot on Ironmine Road,
and Cemetery #60 in Glendale.
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Passing of Members and Friends of BH&PS

We are sad to report the passing of several
members this year:
Ruth Maker, Robert
Bryant, Eunice Strobel and Harvey Greenhalgh.
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A Look Back at the World Premiere of “The Amazing Life and Times of Austin T. Levy”
by Betty Mencucci. Photos courtesy of Judith Potter and Carlo Mencucci.
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Girls under the refreshments tent
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