
Activities 
 Monthly meetings with programs of historic 

interest, open to the public 

 Educational programs for school children 

 Historical slideshows 

 Recording and checking gravestone  

information; cemetery clean-up 

 Gravestone Conservation work in Burrillville’s  

historical cemeteries 

 Yearly open house/yard sale and holiday bazaars 

 Participation in Blackstone Valley GO Program. 

 Events to highlight aspects of Burrillville’s  

history. 

 Cemetery Tours 

Formed in 1970, our primary mission is to 

preserve and protect Burrillville’s history.  We 

collect and preserve artifacts, pictures, books, 

manuscripts, and otherwise recorded materials 

which demonstrate the history of the town of 

Burrillville; its citizens, architecture, geography, 

and natural and cultural history; to be used to 

educate the citizens of Burrillville and all others 

who demonstrate an interest in the history of the 

town. 

Our Mission The Bridgeton School 
- A Brief History - 

   The Bridgeton School was built in 1897 by 

Nehemiah Kimball at a cost of $3,250 plus $750 

for the cost of the site which was owned by Mr. 

Kimball.  This 1 1/2 story, cross-gabled wooden 

building on a brick-and-stone foundation has a 

bell tower with a pyramidal roof.  It is a two-room 

schoolhouse that held first and second graders in 

the room on the left and third and fourth graders 

in the room on the right.  Desks and chairs were 

screwed into the floor.  The play area for recess 

was fenced off in the rear and students had to go 

down cellar and out a side entrance to play out in 

the yard. It served as a grammar school for 69 

years. 

   In September 1970, the Bridgeton School 

reopened as a kindergarten and was named the 

Sweeney School in honor of Joseph C. Sweeney, 

who had served for 39 years as superintendent of 

Burrillville Schools. 

   In 1995 the Sweeney School closed when the 

Steere Farm Elementary School opened.  In 1996 

the Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society 

acquired the historic schoolhouse. 

   The Society has been restoring the building.  In 

2001 we held our first Open House and a formal 

dedication ceremony.  The left-hand room was 

named the Johnson Room in memory of Marilyn 

Johnson, a founding member of the Society and a 

teacher at the Bridgeton School.  The right-hand 

room was named in honor of Joseph C. Sweeney. 

   The schoolhouse was placed on the National 

Register of Historic Places in 2006. 

Archives 

 Old Photos/ Postcards 

 Unpublished histories 

 Oral history 

 Newspaper clippings; scrapbooks 

 Genealogies; Diaries 

 Arrowhead Collection 

 Millie Legg Collection 

 Levy Collection 

 Boy Scout Memorabilia 

 Artifacts, Clothing 

 Historical documentary films 

 School Attendance Records 

 Yearbooks; Tax Books; School Reports 

 Cemetery Information 

 Information on Civil War soldiers from 

Burrillville 

Joseph C. Sweeney Marilyn Johnson 

The Joseph C. Sweeney Room is used as our  

meeting room and the Marilyn Johnson Room is 

used as an exhibit area. 

In 2017 interpretive signs were installed in  

Harrisville.  In 2002 the Society dedicated the  

Burrill Monument in Harrisville.  In the 1980s we 

worked to create historic districts in Oakland and  

Harrisville.   

This 1800s  
“bee lining box” is one 

of the many artifacts in 

our collection.  It was 

once owned by  

Samuel M. Salisbury. 

 



The bell tower of the Bridgeton 

School was completely restored 

in 2004.  The exterior of the 

building was restored in 2005 and painted yellow 

with green trim, the school’s original colors. 

Burrillville  

Historical &  

Preservation  

Society 

Please support us and join today.  Individual 

membership is $10, and a family membership 

is $15.  Please indicate your area of interest:  

archives, events, fundraising, genealogy, 

building care and maintenance, research, 

cemetery clean-up, education. 

Name _______________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________ 

 

City ______________State ____ Zip ______ 

 

Phone_______________________________ 

Email _______________________________ 

 

Area of Interest _______________________ 

Box 93 - 16 Laurel Hill Avenue 

Pascoag, RI  02859 

(401) 568-8534 

 

www.bhps.org 

Preserving and protecting Burrillville’s  

rich history 

The Society meets on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month 

at 7:00 pm.  The public is 

welcome. 

We will always accept donations of old photos, 

postcards, artifacts, old newspaper clippings and 

any items pertaining to Burrillville’s history. 

 

If you would like to share them, we can scan your 

old photos and return them to you immediately. 

       Did you know?   

Burrillville separated from  

Glocester in 1806.  It was 

named Burrillville in honor of 

James Burrill,  Jr., who had 

served as Attorney General, 

speaker of the R. I. House of 

Representatives, Chief Justice 

of the R.I. State Supreme Court 

and United States Senator. 
 1772 - 1820 

Please Join !  New Members and  

Volunteers Wanted ! 

Gravestone Conservation Projects 
We also have a gravestone conservation team working 

to reset fallen and leaning 

stones as well as the  

conservation of broken 

headstones.  Work has 

been completed in over 

20 cemeteries.   

Cemetery Volunteers Needed! 
Burrillville has over 130 historical cemeteries; many of 

them are abandoned.  We are always looking for volun-

teers to help clean these cemeteries.  The work  

involves mostly raking, brushing and weed-whacking.  

This can be a great project for students who are looking 

for community service. 

Repair of the  

Martha H. Thayer  

stone in Cemetery #29. 

Resetting a gravestone in the Ross Cemetery #49. 


