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BH&PS Trip to England was Unbelievable!
The trip to England was a wonderful experience and a
financial success, raising over $2000. It began in London where we got to see iconic landmarks like Big Ben,
London Bridge, Tower of London, Buckingham Palace,
Westminster Abbey, etc.
Next, we visited Stonehenge, and then headed
out to Cornwall and visited St. Ives and Land’s
End. Other destinations
included
the
Roman
Baths, Glastonbury Abbey, Blenheim Palace, the
Cotswolds, Liverpool, the
Denice Mitchell,
Yorkshire
Dales and York.
Robin and Kerry Hopkins,
Carlo and Betty Mencucci We spent time in the Lake
District, toured William
Wordsworth’s house and visited the Beatrix Potter
museum. Then we stopped at Stratford-on-Avon, home
of Shakespeare. Please consider joining us next year as we
depart on April 29th for 10-day trip to Discover Scotland.
******************************

President’s Message

******************************

Thanks to a State Legislative
Grant we have updated our
brochure and have printed 200
copies in color!
Please notice that we have
changed the date of our Annual
Open House from the Saturday
of Columbus Day weekend to
Saturday, September 30. Moving it to September allows us to
promote the open house as a
Blackstone Valley GO Program

Tower of London

Land’s End

Roman
Baths

Winston Churchill + Big Ben

Event. This is a big advantage, as
we will get free publicity.
The September meeting date has
been changed to an earlier date,
due to the scheduling of a special
travel presentation about the
BH&PS-sponsored trip to Scotland. Why don’t you join us on
this trip? All members and nonmembers are welcome, and it
doesn’t matter where you live; you
can be from Burrillville or Texas
or California! This is a great destination and a great opportunity for
members living out-of-state to
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meet members from town.
Betty Mencucci

Events
Friday, July 7 – Meeting 5:00
p.m. at the Waterfall Café.
August. No meeting.
Sept. 3 and 4. Cemetery walking tours. See page 2.
Tues., Sept 19 – Meeting 7:00
p.m.
Special Collette travel
presentation about Scotland.
Sat., Sept. 30 – Annual Open
House/Yard Sale/Book Sale.
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Blackstone Valley GO Program
Cemetery Tours
Betty and Carlo Mencucci will be leading two
cemetery walking tours as part of the Blackstone
Valley GO Program. The GO program takes place
during the month of September and is designed to
promote unique experiences in the 25 communities of
the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor and also to encourage new visitors to travel to the
area, take in the natural beauty, and learn about the
rich history in the region. You can pick up the GO
program brochure this summer or visit the Blackstone
Valley’s website for a listing of all events.
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BH&PS has a New Website!
Thanks to Kevin Jackson, we have a new website
with a new look. Kevin has programmed the site
so that it is easy for us to add new information
without knowing the intricacies of website
programming. The address is the same: go to
www.bhps.org. The website is still in its infancy
and there is lots of information to be added. If
you have ideas on what you’d like to see on the
site, contact us. BH&PS would like to thank Rob
Bonnell for hosting and maintaining the site for
the last 15 years.

Sprague Cemetery Tour
Date: Sunday, September 3r d
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Place: Spr ague Far m, Pine Or char d Road, Glocester. We will be walking on a woodland path about
1/2 mile to reach the cemetery.
Ross/Salisbury Cemetery Tour
Date: Monday, September 4th
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Place: We will meet at the Br idgeton School and
walk 1/3 mile to the cemetery on Ross Road, Pascoag.
Description: See the gr avestone conser vation wor k
that has been completed and learn the stories of some
of the people buried there. In 1817 Hiram Salisbury
moved the bodies of his mother and his 3 year old
brother to this cemetery and purchased slate stones to
mark the graves. This he did 21 years after their
deaths. Learn about how deaths in the family were
observed in the early 1800s in rural northern Rhode
Island. Also learn about a Revolutionary War hero
and a Civil War soldier.

Interpretive sign at mill pond highlighting the history of
the dam, the stone arch bridge and Mr. William Tinkham
and the Harrisville Mill.

Herring Pond Hotel
We are in the process of creating a small museum at
Spring Lake in the new building constructed on the
site of the old Herring Pond Hotel. The Town is
allowing us to use this room to interpret the history
of Spring Lake. We will be putting up photos and
other items of interest. The room will not be staffed
and the public will have access to this room while the
beach is open. If you have ideas on items suitable for
this room, please contact Betty at 568-8449.

Interpretive sign next to the gazebo highlighting the
accomplishments of Austin T. Levy.
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Cemetery Report

Donations

About 10 volunteers helped to clean the Riverside
Cemetery in Harrisville on Cemetery Restoration/
Awareness Day (April 15th). Members of the
Lions Club cleaned the two lots that they adopted
and members of the Mitchell family cleaned their
family lot plus an additional adjacent lot. Betty
and Carlo Mencucci reset the headstones of
Edward Francis Sherman and George Edgar
Sherman, two children of Bathsheba and Judson
Sherman. They also reset the headstone of Mary
Darling in the Eliab Wood lot. A number of
visitors stopped by to watch the work being done
and to ask questions.
There are a number of community service volunteers cleaning our town’s historical cemeteries.
These include the Ross/Salisbury lot - Cem. #49;
Esten lot-Cemetery #30, Williams lot- Cemetery
#22; Cemetery #31 on Douglas Pike and Cemetery
#11 on North Road in Pascoag.
Betty and Carlo Mencucci cleaned cemeteries
#75, #105 and #44. They also reset a granite post
in the Keach lot, #105. They have been resetting
headstones in #30 on Ironmine Road. They discovered 3 bases buried 15 inches below ground in
the front row of the cemetery.

Patricia Mehrtens - donated about 60 spiral bound
booklets she created on various topics. The booklets include newspaper articles, histories, genealogies, her research, cemetery information, etc. She
also donated folders containing some of her town
history research. For an itemized listing of this
donation, please contact us.
Linda Pora donated a box of photos she found in
the attic of her mother’s house on School Street in
Oakland. Most of the photos are not labeled.

Richard Nolan and Ron Lapierre at the informational
table on Cemetery Awareness Day.

Judson Sherman Gravestone Vandalized
On June 16 we received a report that Judson
Sherman’s gravestone was vandalized in the Riverside Cemetery. He was the husband of Bathsheba,
whose stone was vandalized last November. Two
days later Betty and Carlo Mencucci spent 3 1/2

hours resetting this stone.

Tabitha Hopkins raking the Josiah Corbett lot at the
Riverside Cemetery on Cemetery Awareness Day.

March Was Membership Month
If you forgot to renew your membership, don’t
delay. An individual membership is only $10.00,
and a family membership is $15.00.
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James Stokes, a Burrillville poet by Betty Mencucci
This spring Pat Mehrtens donated a number of booklets containing miscellaneous
items of interest. One of them was a book of poems written by James Stokes of
Bridgeton. If anyone has any information on him or knows where he lived in
Bridgeton, please contact us.
In various places, at different times
I’ve put together these few simple rhymes,
With no claims to be poet, or inventor of jokes,
I’m simply a rhymer by name, James Stokes.
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Old Home Day
By James Stokes, July 14, 1916
July the twenty-fourth will soon be here,
And on that day we all our place should fill;
For on that day no doubt there will appear
The grandest times ever seen in Burrillville.

Bridgeton, R.I.
by James Stokes, August 1899

Tom, Dick and Harry will be here with their kids and wives
And with their neighbors celebrate the great time of their lives
Though some are long and lean, and some are short and fat,
With Bobby Burns we say, “A mon’s a mon for a’ that.”

Bridgeton is a village fair
In the shade of sturdy old Buck Hill;
A pleasant place for any pair
Who choose to live in Burrillville.

Most all our lives we have been fed upon that ancient stew
That ‘neath the sun upon this earth we can find something new
So oft and long on this we fed we thought it true, until
The Old Home fever came along and spread o’er Burrillville.

Two railways with revolving cranks,
One an electric, the other steam;
Mills and workshops dot the banks
Of Burrillville’s Clear River stream.

Our Governor is to be here and with us takes the stand,
Nor is he thought to come alone but bring his second hand,
And they with A. C. Kennedy will all most surely find
Our townsman, Lawyer Lovejoy, is not a bit behind.

Our villagers cannot be blamed,
Who think their place is rightly named;
Stand where you will, in vale or ridge
You’ll hardly fail to see a bridge.

Then you can see Monsieur McGee as in the air he springs
Reminding us of Angels here, who never got their wings
They’re safer found upon the ground, in team or auto car,
Then if an accident befall they would would not fall so far.

Some of our neighbours hunt about,
Some go for rabbits, some for coons;
We are so glad we are without
That public nuisance, beer saloons.

Then don’t forget the twenty-fourth, but leave your house and
stove
And with your wife and family make tracks for Griffith grove
Put on your best behavior, be loyal, true and strong
And help our brave fire laddies to boost this thing along.

Of one thing we can be quite sure
This Nineteenth Century soon will close
We trust so long as time endures
Bridgeton will have well-earned repose.

They sure deserve our sympathy and what aid we can give
To make the day a great success they’ve labored hard and long
Let us all strive that Old Home Day, from Gazza to Buck Hill
Shall be the grandest ever seen in the town of Burrillville.
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