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Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society Newsletter
September 2017

Conservation Efforts Complete on
Bathsheba Sherman Gravestone
In the December 2016 issue of “The Historian,” it was reported that the gravestone of
Bathsheba Sherman in the Riverside Cemetery had been vandalized. The stone was moved offsite while repairs were made. In
May the top base was installed.
On July 9th, the bottom of the
gravestone with the infill was
attached. Also in July the broken
piece in the middle was attached
with epoxy and clamped and
finally the top piece was
attached. In August the
cracks were filled with
Lithomex to seal out
water. Because of the
“Conjuring”
movie,
many people visit Bathsheba’s grave from all
over the country.

******************************

President’s Message

******************************

Thanks to a $1000 State Legislative Grant we will be purchasing
new shades for the meeting
room windows.
We have many events coming
up this fall, including our 16th
Annual Open House/Yard Sale/
Bake Sale, a Halloween Bazaar
and a Holiday Bazaar. We will
need help at all events: setting

up, working the day of the event
and cleaning up. We also need
yard sale items and raffle prizes.
I have great news regarding the
Sayles-Cook Cemetery project.
The Town has agreed to create a
new right-of-way to the cemetery.
They are constructing a rough road
from the lower parking lot at
Overlook Nursing home to the
cemetery. We are extremely grateful to the town for their assistance.
Betty Mencucci
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Tower of London

Events
Tues., Sept. 19 – Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Special Collette Travel presentation: “Discover Scotland.”
Sat., Sept. 30 - Annual Open
House/Yard Sale/Bake Sale/Book
Sale. 9-3 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 24 – Meeting 7:00 p.m.
“Strange Murders and Deaths in
Glendale in the 1800s.”
Tues. Dec. 5 – 6:00 p.m. Potluck
Supper/ Holiday Party/Meeting.
Bring your favorite dish to share.
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The Historian

Discover Scotland
Halloween Bazaar
Saturday, Oct. 28th 9-3 p.m.

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday,
Nov., 11th and 18th
9-3 p.m.
Volunteers and raffle
items needed for both
events.

Herring Pond Hotel Museum
Comes to Life
Work has begun on the Herring Pond Hotel Museum.
Over 40 framed photos have been placed on the walls
and some of the old wood from the original building
has been put on display including some of the decorative stairway elements. Featured are a history of the
old hotel building and maps of Herring Pond in 1855,
1870 and 1895. Visitors will be asked to write their
memories of Spring Lake and drop them in a box in
the museum or mail them to BHPS. Visitors will also
be asked if they have any old photos of Spring Lake
that we can scan. Still planned is an exhibit showing
the succession of owners/managers of Spring Lake
and a school of life-sized herring swimming across
the walls with an explanation of why this lake was
originally known as Herring Pond. We are planning
the museum's grand opening for next summer’s beach
opening.

Come to the September 19th meeting for an exciting presentation on the 10-day BH&PS sponsored
trip to Scotland by Collette Tours. This trip
departs on April 29, 2018 and will travel to cultural landmarks, historical treasures and places of
scenic beauty. We will visit ancient castles, tour
the Orkney Islands and cruise on Loch Ness keeping a watchful eye for Nessie! For more information, visit our website or Facebook page. If
you are interested, don’t delay, as deposits are due
in late October.

What Is It?
During the summer, we were invited to visit an old
Burrillville farm
to see a unique
rock. The dimensions
are
about 30 inches
long x 18 inches
wide. It has a
perfectly round
depression in the
center, about one
foot in diameter.
The landowner
was
curious
about what it
was used for and
asked for assistance. I thought
perhaps it was
made by Native
Americans to grind corn. I asked the state archeologists and was directed to make inquiries with historians of various Native American museums. The
museums’ response was that the center depression
was too precisely carved to be Native American in
origin. They made inquires with other individuals
who studies unique rocks and their uses. I was
told it was most likely a “pivot stone” which was
widely used as a component in cider mills. Cider
mills had a wheel-shaped grindstone attached to a
beam which was then connected to a post that spun
inside the pivot stone. The grindstone was pulled
in a circle by a horse.
Betty Mencucci
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Cemetery Report

Donations

Community service volunteers cleaned #118 (the
Sayles Cooke Lot), #84 on Spring Lake Road, and
#2 the Joseph Brown Lot on East Wallum Lake
Road in Pascoag. We recently learned that what
appears to be a vacant lot in the Riverside Cemetery has unmarked burials. One of the burials is
supposed to be a Civil War soldier and was heavily
overgrown with brush. A community service volunteer brushed and raked this lot. She also cleaned
#51, the Brown Cemetery in Harrisville. Another
volunteer weed-whacked cemeteries 30 and 31 on
Ironmine Road. Cemetery #12 at Howard Avenue
was weed-whacked as well. Cemetery #92, the
Moses Taft Lot on Whipple Road in Pascoag has
become overgrown with briars and we need volunteers to help clean it.

Andy from Pascoag Tattoo - Pascoag Race Track
poster.
Barbara Scalise – two old schoolbooks and a teacher’s chair from the Bridgeton School or Pascoag
Grammar.
Bonnie Bailey– framed picture of Seth Angell.
(If you know who Seth Angell is, let us know).

Chicken Dinner and Wood Raffle with
Proceeds for Preservation of the
First Universalist Church
The Society continues to promote efforts to preserve the First Universalist Church, a historic landmark in Harrisville. Last year a very successful
fundraiser dinner was held at Addieville East Farm.
The dinner will be held again this year on Saturday,
September 30th from 4:00-10:00 p.m. The event
will be in memory of Kathy Ann Hopkins and will
consist of a delicious chicken dinner with music,
raffles and more. Tickets are $20.00 and should be
purchased in advance.
We are also raffling off a cord of wood to raise
money for preservation of the church. Tickets are
$1.00 each or a book of 6 for $5.00. The drawing
will be held on September 30th.
Please call 568-8449 or 500-0433 for tickets.

Gravestone Conservation Report

Shop at Amazon and
Donate to BH&PS at No Cost!
Do you shop online at Amazon.com? Support
BH&PS by shopping online at Amazon Smile instead. Go to smile.amazon.com and choose Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society as the charitable
organization.
Use your
same account and shopping
cart as amazon.com. Every
purchase results in a donation to BH&PS at no cost to
you. Tell all your friends to
support BH&PS and shop at Amazon Smile!
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Gravestone conservation work has been completed
in Cemetery #60 in Glendale, Cemetery #30, (the
Esten Lot) and cemetery #13 on Church Street in
Pascoag. Cemetery #13 contains the burial of William Bowen which is marked with a slate stone.
About 10 years ago, a vehicle speeding on Church
Street missed the corner,
flew across the cemetery
and ended up on someone’s
porch. William Bowen’s
stone was knocked over and
pieces of his slate headstone
and footstone went flying.
Two other slate stones were
damaged as well. Over the
years the broken pieces had
settled under the soil. We
William Bowen before made a thorough search for
the missing pieces and
made repairs with what
could be found. We are
very grateful to the Baptist
Church who cares for this
abandoned cemetery. Conservation work has started
in Cemetery #32 on Douglas Pike and Cemetery #31
on Ironmine Road.
William Bowen after
conservation work

The Historian

With the terrible flooding from Hurricane Harvey in Texas and the devastation in
Florida from Hurricane Irma, I thought it would be appropriate to remember the
1938 Hurricane here in Rhode Island. This hurricane memory was written by Irene
Vock Gillis, daughter of Edward Vock. The Vock Farm was located on Jackson
Schoolhouse Road in Pascoag. This property was acquired by the Burrillville Land
Trust and is now protected as open space.
Betty Mencucci

Vock Tree Farm, 1938, by Irene Vock Gillis
My father owned about 200 acres of forest land in 1938. He was Burrillville’s first
official tree farmer, so designated by Governor John Pastore in 1947 for “the practice of exemplary forestry for 35 years.”
So you can imagine his devastation when his woods were destroyed by the hurricane. Soon he began to worry. The ground was littered with drying pine needles
and dead boughs...acres and acres of it all over the town. He speculated that it was
ripe fodder for a raging fire. What could he do?
He decided to go see the Governor and ask for help. Soon the State of R.I. succeeded in getting a lumber mill set up in our old orchard and paid us $1.00 for the use of
the site. Then, many of the nearby farmers who had fallen trees gathered up their
logs and brought them to the saw mill. It was agreed the government would take the
logs, evaluate them, and pay them for the lumber produced.
To harvest our logs, my father had hired a team of oxen that would go through the
snowy woods and gather up the logs. A team of government officials classified the
logs, A, B, C, D according to length, circumference, number of knots, etc.
In the end they down-graded my father’s logs so much that he barely got enough
money to pay for the oxen, let alone his own time. He was very disheartened. But
the bright side was that by 1940 and the U.S. was involved in World War II, the
lumber was ready to be used for army training posts. A good side for the Hurricane
of 1938, I guess, and my first lesson in cynicism.
Historical Cemetery Preservation Tax
Abatement Adopted by Town
On June 28, 2017 the town council unanimously passed an ordinance which will encourage historical cemetery preservation.
Property owners who own a historical cemetery can receive a $100 tax abatement on
their property tax if they maintain that cemetery. Maintenance is limited to cutting
brush, mowing, weed-whacking and raking.
It DOES NOT include any work on gravestones. No gravestones should ever be
cleaned, moved or up-righted without training in cemetery conservation. If you would
like to apply for this abatement, you should
go to the tax assessor’s office and ask for the
application. BH&PS is very happy that the

town council has demonstrated wisdom and forward-thinking on this
issue. BH&PS is trying to get the
word out. If you know someone
with a historical cemetery on their
property, please inform them of this
tax abatement.
BH&PS earns money from DINO’S
and IGA slips. BH&PS receives a
percentage of the total. Drop them
off at the Jesse M. Smith Library,
mail them or bring them to a meeting.
Proceeds are used to preserve our
archives! We also receive money from
recycling ink cartridges.
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